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Patriarch Sviatoslav speaks at the Sheptytsky Institute fundraising banquet 


Maidan restored 


human dignity, 
patriarch says 


Begins visit to Toronto Eparchy] grrer)—pro-russian — sep- 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Maidan protests which 
toppled the Yanukovych regime 
restored human dignity, says Patri- 
arch Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) head 
of the Ukrainian Gréek Catholic 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. | 


We acknowledge the financial support 
of the Government of Canada through 
the Canada Periodical Fund of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage for 
our publishing activities and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation 
of Taras Shevchenko. 


a d3e8 Shevchenko 
Canada La? Foundation 


PLEASE SEND TO 


Church. 

“The media, of course makes 
endless references to the Associa- 
tion Agreement with the European 
Union, promised and reneged upon 
by the former president of Ukraine. 
This is certainly what origin- 
ally prompted university students 
and other protesters to gather at 
the Maidan Nezalezhnosti — In- 
dependence Square in the capital. 
But as the government responded 
with brutality, the protests became 
much more than the voicing of a 
pro-European stance, they turned 
into a national movement to restore 
human dignity in a society that had | 
been brutalized by a corrupt sys- 
tem that had abandoned the god- 
less Soviet nomenklatura style of 
government in name only, but not 
in substance, after Ukrainian in- 
dependence and the downfall of the 
Soviet Union. We believers cannot 
look at the denial of human dignity 
again and again without reacting. If 
it is all in the end about loving God 
and loving neighbour, then human 
dignity takes on an importance that 
is so central. It trumps considera- 
tions of gain, of personal success, 
of comfort and a quiet private 
life disengaged from the issues of 
civil society,” he stated during the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute Fundraiser, held at St. Mi- 
chael’s College, University of To- 
ronto, May 2. 

“Maidan nezalezhnosti became 
Maidan Liuds’koyi Hidnosti (The 
Maidan of Human Dignity). The 
historical moment that transformed 
Ukraine in a permanent way was 
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A Ukrainian military helicopter flies near a checkpoint near the eastern town of Slovyansk 


Pro-Russian separatists to 
hold secession referendums 


aratist leaders in Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk say they will continue with 
referendums on self-determination 
on May 11 despite calls by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to post- 
pone them. 

A “coordinating committee” of 
the self-declared “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” said after a meeting in 
a seized Ukrainian government 
building in the city of Donetsk on 
May 8 that it would hold a vote on 
whether to secede from Ukraine on 
May 11. 

Putin had said in Moscow on 
May 7 that the separatist move- 
ments in Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions should delay the 
holding of such referendums. 

Oleksiy Chmylenko, а self- 
styled leader of the Luhansk sep- 
aratist forces, told the Interfax 
news agency on May 8 that the 
“people’s assembly of the self-pro- 
claimed Luhansk People’s Repub- 
lic” had decided to go ahead with 
its independence referendum on 
May 11. 

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
РезКоу said the Kremlin is analyz- 
ing the decision by the separatist 
groups in eastern Ukraine. 

Maja Kocijancic, a spokes- 
woman for EU foreign-policy chief 
Catherine Ashton, said the referen- 
dums “should not take place nei- 
ther on May 11 or any other later 
date.” 

She added that the polls would 
have “no democratic legitimacy 
and can only lead to further escala- 
tion” of the crisis in Ukraine. 

The decisions to hold the refer- 
endums came after Ukrainian Na- 
tional Security and Defense Coun- 


cil Secretary Andriy Parubiy said 
the “antiterrorist operation” will 
proceed even if the separatist lead- 
ers decided to postpone the votes. 

Ukrainian forces have retaken 
in recent days some of the many 
government offices captured by 
the separatists in about 12 cities in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, in Warsaw, NATO 
Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen said the alliance has 
not noticed a Russian pullback of 
forces from the Ukrainian border, 
as Putin has claimed. 

Rasmussen said early on May 


8 after meeting with Polish Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk that “so far 
we haven’t seen any indications 
that they are pulling back their 
troops.” 

Rasmussen made the statement 
after the Russian Foreign Ministry 
suggested he had “a blind eye” for 
not noticing the withdrawal. 

Rasmussen said: “I have very 
good vision.” 

Tusk added that “we should ap- 
proach President Putin’s statement 
with great caution.” 

Putin said on May 7 that some 
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Ukrainian National Guard troops man the Slovyansk-Kramatorsk road 


31-ий літературний конкурс 
СФУЖО ім. Марусі Бек 


Світова Федерація Українських Жіночих Організацій 
оголошує проведення 31-0го літературного конкурсу 
СФУЖО ім. Марусі Бек. Вік учасників від 21 до 35 років. 

ТЕМА - "Жінка в творах та картинах Т. Г. Шевченка". 

Нагороди переможцям 

1. місце кан. 5750. 

2. місце кан. 5500. 

3. місце кан. $300. 

Термін надсилання творів - до 29 травня 2014 р. 
(твори ,які надійдуть після 29 травня комісією жюрі 
розглядатися не будуть). 

Цьогорічну тему конкурсу "Жінка в творах та картинах 
T. Г Шевченка" обрано з нагоди відзначення 200-ліття 
від дня народження Тараса Шевченка. Літературний твір 
може бути у формі нарису, наукового дослідження або 
оповідання, розміром від 1000 до 2000 слів та підписаний 
псевдонімом. Додатково, в закритому конверті просимо 
вислати коротку довідку про автора, ім'я та прізвище 
автора, вік, підписану фотографію та адресу. 

Друковані твори українською мовою з переліком 
використаних першоджерел просимо надсилати на 
адресу СФУЖО: 

WFUWO Konkurs Marusi Bek 

2118A Bloor St. W. Suite 205 

Toronto ON, M6S 1M8 Canada 

або на електронну адресу СФУЖО 


wfuwo@rogers.com 


Імена переможців будуть опубліковані в журналі 
, Українка в Світі". 


| Переможцям конкурсу урочисто будуть вручені нагороди 
Запрошуємо всіх бажаючих до участі в конкурсі. 


За Управу СФУЖО 
Ірина Паттен 
координатор конкурсу 


Орися Сушко 
голова СФУЖО 
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Політолог: Путін запровадив 
постмодерний фашизм 


(Голос Америки) Один 3 провідних 
дослідників демократичних процесів у світі, про- 
фесор соціології та політології Стенфордського 
університету Ларрі Даймонд поділився з Голосом 
Америки своїм баченням ситуації в Україні та 
поведінки Росії. 

На погляд науковця, дії Кремля в Криму та 
на Сході України несуть смертельну загрозу 
світовому порядку. Володимир Путін - сучасний 
Гітлер, що добивається поставленої мети проти- 
лежними, більш витонченими, ніж Гітлер, метода- 
ми, вважає Ларрі Даймонд. Поведінку Кремля він 
називає - пост модерним фашизмом. 

«Зрозумійте мене правильно, рівень авторитар- 
ного контролю в Росії сьогодні не порівняти з на- 
цистською Німеччиною. Там ще існує місце для гро- 
мадянського суспільства, для незалежної думки, ще 
існує хоч і дуже обмежене сприйняття інакодумців. 
Але тенденції надзвичайно загрозливі». 

Політолог не думає, що Кремль має далекогляд- 
ний план захоплення України, натомість намацує 
ситуацію і діє відповідно до реакції України та 
Заходу. На Сході України, Путін створив собі два 
варіанти розвитку подій, і обидва виграшні для 
нього, переконаний професор Даймонд. Він продо- 


вжуватиме розпалювати сепаратистські настрої та 
дії в Україні. Якщо українці не чинитимуть спро- 
тив, там виникнуть якісь автономні території, які 
фактично підлягатимуть Москві. У разі ж, якщо 
українці спробують протистояти, Кремлівська 
пропаганда змалює дії Києва, як боротьбу проти 
свого народу та введе війська, прогнозує експерт. 

«Як політолог, я маю віддати належне Путіну та 
його військовим і політичним стратегам, які про- 
водять повільне захоплення Східної України. З по- 
гляду тактики, це дуже розумно». 

Ларрі Даймонд переконаний, що Путін пере- 
буватиме при владі ще досить довго, однак, його 
шалена популярність почне зменшуватись разом з 
прогнозованим погіршенням економіки. 

«Сьогодні Путін для Росії, як стероїд, як нар- 
котик. Ви відчуваєте хвилю енергії, сили, але її не 
можливо підтримати, оскільки вона неприродна. 
Під усім цим нафта та газ». 

Ларрі Даймонд переконаний, що для майбут- 
нього світу життєво важливо, щоб США допомог- 
ли Європі позбутися газової залежності від Росії, 
навіть за умови економічних втрат. А захід зага- 
лом, каже політолог, зобов'язаний надати Україні 
військову та економічну допомогу. 


В Україні відновлюється 
призов до Збройних сил 


(Радіо Свобода)--Виконувач обов'язків прези- 
дента, голова Верховної Ради Олександр Турчи- 
нов підписав І травня указ про заходи підвищення 
обороноздатності держави, яким відновлюється 
призов на строкову військову службу до Збройних 
сил. Указ вже був офіційно оприлюднений і набув 
чинності, повідомила прес-служба голови держави. 

Указ передбачає призов на строкову військову 
службу до Збройних сил та інших військових фор- 
мувань України придатних за станом здоров'я до 
військової служби в мирний час громадян України 
чоловічої статі, яким до дня відправлення у 
військові частини виповнилося 18 років, та старших 
осіб, які не досягли 25-річного віку і не мають права 
на звільнення або відстрочку від призову на строко- 
ву військову службу. Крім того, на військову службу 
здійснюють призов осіб офіцерського складу, які 
здобули вищу освіту за освітньо-кваліфікаційним 
рівнем не нижче від бакалавра, пройшли повний 
курс військової підготовки за програмою підготовки 
офіцерів запасу і яким присвоєно відповідне 
військове звання офіцера запасу. 

Як мовиться в указі, причиною такого рішення 
є «дальше загострення  суспільно-політичної 
ситуації на сході та півдні України, факти 


неприхованої агресії, активізації дій незаконно 
створених збройних формувань проросійського 
спрямування, захоплення та блокування будівель 
органів державної влади, органів військового 
управління, військових частин, транспортних 
комунікацій у Донецькій і Луганській областях, 
що становить загрозу зазіхання на територіальну 
цілісність, втручання у внутрішні справи України 
з боку Російської Федерації». 

Крім Toro, метою відновлення призову є 
«підтримання Збройних сил України, інших 
військових формувань у боєздатному стані, на- 
рощування їхньої здатності давати  адекват- 
ну відповідь реальним і потенційним загрозам 
Україні». 

Минулого місяця Верховна Рада рекомендува- 
ла виконувачеві обов'язків президента вивчити 
доцільність поновлення призову до Збройних сил. 

Минулої осені попередній президент Віктор 
Янукович указом скасував призов до Збройних 
сил на 2014 рік і визначив перехід на формування 
Збройних сил на контрактних засадах. Водночас 
призов далі зберігався до Внутрішніх військ та 
деяких інших формувань. Крім того, той указ сто- 
сувався скасування призову тільки на 2014 рік. 


Жителям Донбасу запропонували 
стати дніпропетровцями 


(Радіо Свобода) -11 травня в Донецькій 
і Луганській областях відбудеться ще один 
референдум  - з про входження до складу 
Дніпропетровської області. Про це заявив заступ- 
ник голови Дніпропетровської обласної державної 
адміністрації Борис Філатов з посиланням на 
заяву Міжобласної ради територіальних громад 
Південного Сходу України, повідомили | травня в 
Дніпропетровській облдержадміністрації. 

«Створена сьогодні Міжобласна рада 
територіальних громад приступила до розгля- 
ду численних звернень голів органів місцевого 
самоврядування в Луганській і Донецькій обла- 
стях до керівництва Дніпропетровської обласної 
державної адміністрації про включення конкрет- 
них районів і населених пунктів Донецької та 
Луганської областей до складу Дніпропетровської 
області. Ці заклики співвітчизників не залишили- 
ся без відповіді. Донеччани і луганчани розробили 
типовий проект такого звернення і почали роботу 
над його прийняттям місцевими громадами», — 
сказано в заяві, яку оприлюднив Філатов. 

За інформацією із заяви, 11 травня по всіх насе- 
лених пунктах Донецької та Луганської областей 
відбудеться референдум, на якому територіальні 
громади зможуть висловитися, чи хочуть вони пе- 
ребувати під контролем кримінальних елементів, 
які проголосили так звану «федералізацію» або 


хочуть змінити територіально-адміністративний 
устрій і увійти до складу Дніпропетровської 
області. 

«Референдум за приєднання до 
Дніпропетровської області вимагає від свідомих 
громадян організації охорони місць проведен- 
ня референдуму, проведення агітації. Штаб 
Національної захисту готовий надати допомогу», 
- йдеться в документі. 

11 травня на Донеччині і Луганщині сепарати- 
сти хочуть провести референдум про приєднання 
до Росії. 


Міліція вигнала сепаратистів з 
управління СБУ у Краматорську 


Радіо Свобода) Співробітники міліції 3 трав- 
ня звільнили від сепаратистів будівлю міського 
управління Служби безпеки України в Краматорсь- 
ку. Про це йдеться в повідомленні Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ. 

«Нині будівля перебуває під контролем Національ- 
ної гвардії України», - йдеться в повідомленні. 

Будівлю управління СБУ в Краматорську сепара- 
тисти захопили 21 квітня. Група озброєних людей 
на воротах управління вивісила прапор так званої 
«Донецької народної республіки». 
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Harper announces 
additional sanctions 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on 
May 4 announced that Canada has imposed economic 
sanctions against 16 additional Russian entities 

“Russia’s illegal occupation of Ukraine and pro- 
vocative military activity remains a serious concern to 
the international community,” he said ~ 

“The measures we are announcing today will con- 
tinue to increase economic pressure on Russia and 
those responsible for the crisis in Ukraine. 

“We remain committed to working with our allies 
to preserve and promote a free, democratic and peace- 
ful world, and will take further actions if Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity continues to be 
threatened,” added Harper. 

Canada is imposing economic sanctions against the 
following additional 16 entities: 

e Aquanika (a.k.a. Aquanika LLC; a.k.a. LLC Rus- 
skoye Vremya; a.k.a. Obshchestvo S Ogranichennoi 
Otvetstvennostyu Russkoe Vremya; a.k.a. Russkoe 
Vremya OOO; a.k.a. Russkoye Vremya LLC) 

e Avia Group LLC (a.k.a. Avia Group LTD). 

¢ Avia Group Nord LLC 

¢ CJSC Zest (a.k.a. Zest Leasing) 

e InvestCapitalBank (a.k.a. InvestKapitalBank; 


a.k.a. OJSC. InvestCapitalBank; a.k.a. Open Joint 
Stock Company InvestCapitalBank) 

¢ JSB Sobinbank (a.k.a. Sobinbank) 

- Sakhatrans LLC (a.k.a. Obshchestvo 5 Ograni- 
chennoi Otvetstvennostyu Sakha (Yakutskaya) Trans- 
portnaya Kompaniya; a.k.a. Sakhatrans OOO) 

e SMP Bank (a.k.a. Bank Severny Morskoy Put; 
a.k.a. SMP Bank Open Joint-Stock Company) 

¢ Stroygazmontazh (a.k.a. Limited Liability Com- 
pany Stroygazmontazh; a.k.a. Stroygazmontazh Cor- 
poration; a.k.a. “SGM”) 

¢ Stroytransgaz Group (a.k.a. Stroytransgaz; a.k.a. 
“STG Group’) 

» Stroytransgaz Holding (a.k.a. STG Holding Limit- 
ed; a.k.a. STG Holdings Limited; a.k.a. Stroytransgaz 
Holding Limited; a.k.a. “STGH”) 

° Stroytransgaz LLC (a.k.a. OOO Stroytransgaz) 

» Stroytransgaz OJSC (a.k.a. OAO Stroytransgaz) 

° Stroytransgaz-M LLC 

¢ The Limited Liability Company Investment Com- 
pany Abros (a.k.a. LLC IC Abros) 

e Volga Group (a.k.a. Volga Group Investments; 
a.k.a. Volga Resources; a.k.a. Volga Resources Group) 


Harper announces additional 
security measures 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on April 
30 issued the following statement announcing an addi- 
tional measure that Canada is taking to promote security 
and stability in Central and Eastern Europe: 

“Russia’s illegal occupation of Ukraine and pro- 
vocative military activity remains a serious concern to 
the international community. 

“Canada remains committed to working with our 
NATO Allies to promote the sovereignty and territor- 


ial integrity of Ukraine. 

“To further demonstrate Canada’s support for Alli- 
ance solidarity, our Government is today announcing 
that we are committing the HMCS Regina, currently 
deployed in the Arabian Sea, to NATO Standing Mari- 
time Forces, as part of NATO’s reassurance package. 

“Our Government will continue taking steps to en- 
hance security and stability in Central and Eastern 
Europe.” 


U.S. hits Putin’s ‘inner circle’ 
in fresh Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—The United States has slapped sanc- 
tions on seven Russian officials and 17 companies 
it says are linked to Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s closest associates, the latest punitive measures 
in response to what the Obama administration calls 
Moscow’s “indisputable” role in recent violence in 
Ukraine. 

The White House, announcing the measures in an 
April 28 statement, said two of the senior officials 
targeted in the sanctions are in Putin’s “inner circle,” 
while the sanctions also included companies linked to 
this powerful group of individuals. 

The new list of sanctioned individuals released 
by the U.S. Treasury Department on April 28 in- 
cludes Igor Sechin, a close confidant of the Russian 
president and president of state-owned oil major Ros- 
пей; Dmitry Kozak, the Russian deputy prime minis- 
ter tasked with overseeing economic development in 
Crimea after Russia annexed the Ukrainian territory 
last month; and Russian Technologies chief Sergei 
Chemezoy, who is widely seen as close to Putin. 

Those three as well as four other senior Russian of- 
ficials will be hit with asset freezes and U.S. visa bans. 

The White House said the fresh sanctions come in 
response to what it called “Russia’s continued illegal 
intervention in Ukraine” and follow what it described 
as the Kremlin’s failure to make good on its commit- 
ments to an April 17 agreement signed in Geneva to 
deescalate the situation in Ukraine. 

“Since April 17, Russia has done nothing to meet 
its Geneva commitments and in fact has further escal- 
ated the crisis. Russia’s involvement in the recent vio- 


lence in eastern Ukraine is indisputable,” the White 
House said. 

Russia, meanwhile, vowed that it would retaliate 
with measures that will be “painful” for Washington. 

“We will respond, of course. We have never con- 
cealed that we have capabilities for such a response at 
our disposal,” Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Ser- 
gei Ryabkov told the Interfax news agency. 

He added that “no one has to right to use the lan- 
guage of sanctions in dealings with Russia.” 

“Attempts to dictate anything to us, or advance ul- 
timatums will boomerang,” Ryabkov told Interfax. 

In addition to Sechin, Kozak, and Chemez- 
ov, the Obama administration levied sanctions 
against Aleksei Pushkoy, a senior Russian law- 
maker and television personality known for his 
relentless and vocal criticism of the United States 
and Europe, and Vyacheslav Volodin, Putin’s first 
deputy chief of staff who is seen as a key archi- 
tect of Putin’s domestic political agenda in recent 
years. 

The targeted companies in the new round of sanc- 
tions do not include major drivers of the Russian 
economy such as state-owned energy giant Gazprom, 
the world’s largest gas company, which several senior 
U.S. lawmakers had asked the Obama administration 
to punish over the Ukraine crisis. 

The White House had said it was calibrating its 
potential sanctions against companies and sectors to 
minimize potential economic fallout for U.S. busi- 
nesses and allies in Europe, which depends heavily on 
Russian gas 
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Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1У3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


CCYK - ue добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
« information, referral 
* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
- parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Україна Ta 


нові і старі 


прихильники Кремля у Європі 


Богдан Цюпин, Радіо Свобода 
Російська агресія щодо України - окупація Кри- 


му, економічний і політичний тиск Москви на 
Київ - стала незвичайним випробуванням для 
Європи. Політики й урядовці Євросоюзу опи- 


нилися у становищі, яке вимагає визначатися з 
тим, наскільки вони готові не на словах, а на ділі 
підтримувати європейські принципи свободи, 
справедливості, демократії та міжнародного права. 

На офіційному рівні уряди провідних держав 
ЄС однозначно засудили дії Росії і заявили, що 
підтримують право українців жити в мирі і самим 
визначати свою долю. 

Але було б помилкою вважати, що на Заході за- 
галом та в Європі зокрема усі стовідсотково засуд- 
жують політику Москви. 

«Чи можемо ми зараз надати Україні якісь 
суттєві гарантії безпеки? Ні. Я думаю, що ні», 
- заявив депутат британського парламенту від 
Консервативної партії Джон Редвуд на одному з 
нещодавніх круглих столів, присвячених пошукам 
виходу з кризи. 

«Було б дуже неправильно таке робити, бо це 
було б провокативним стосовно Росії», - наголосив 
Редвуд, якого вважають представником невеликої, 
але досить гучної групи євроскептиків на правому 
крилі Консервативної партії. 

Лідер британських консерваторів  прем'єр- 
міністр Девід Камерон говорить зовсім інакше, 
заявляючи, що Росія порушує міжнародне право, 
і що Європа не може не підтримувати бороть- 
бу українців проти корупції, за економічні й 
політичні права й можливості, якими користують- 
ся більшість європейців. 

Офіційний Лондон також веде перед у закликах 
до санкцій проти Москви, проти яких, звичайно ж, 
мають застереження компанії та фірми, які заро- 
бляють на співпраці з Росією, зауважує політолог 
із лондонської аналітичної установи «Чатам Гаус» 
Орися Луцевич. 

«Безумовно, бізнес хоче захищати інтереси 
своїх акціонерів, - каже вона. - Великі, особливо 
енергетичні компанії, такі як Shell, що працюють 
в регіоні, хотіли би, щоб ситуація була «business as 
usual». Вони не хочуть визнавати, що відбувся якийсь 
зсув парадигми, що ситуація змінилася докорінно 
i не може повернутися до того, що було на початку 


року. Бізнес намагається зрозуміти, що відбувається, 
але ще не усвідомив, що світ довкола змінився». 

Повністю або частково на боці Москви зараз 
опинилися не лише комуністи й ліві, як колись, 
але i крайньо-праві й популістські партії Європи. 

Серед помітних союзників російського режиму 
французький Національний фронт, очолюваний 
Марін Ле Пен. 

«Я занепокоєна, бо цей тип ситуації може роз- 
ростися. Можливо, навіть через інцидент між 
російським та українським військовим, і так само, 
за участі українських екстремістів, які, слід на- 
гадати, теж є», - заявила Марін Ле Пен в одно- 
му з інтерв'ю французькому радіо, обговорюючи 
українсько-російську кризу. 

Марі Ле Пен каже, що Україна є дружньою дер- 
жавою, але при цьому вона повторює твердження 
російської пропаганди про загрозу українських 
екстремістів. 

А кілька місяців тому Національний фронт 
відрядив свого «спостерігача» Аймеріка Шопарда 
на невизнаний міжнародного спільнотою рефе- 
рендум про відокремлення Криму від України. 

Шопард на радість Росії заявив: «Я вважаю, що 
коли висловлюватися політично, то референдум в 
Криму легітимний, бо він був проведений кримсь- 
ким парламентом». 

Національний фронт вдома наголошує на пра- 
вах франзузів і виправдовує обмеження прав мен- 
шин та виступає проти імміграції. 

У хорі промосковських голосів із французьки- 
ми націоналістами опинилися також австрійська 
Партія свободи та угорські націоналісти-радикали 
з партії Йоббік, Влаамо Белані із Бельгії та інші. 

Це партії, не є провідними у своїх країнах, але 
фахівці передбачають, що на наступних виборах 
до Європейського парламенту саме радикальні 
популісти можуть збільшити свою присутність у 
європейському законодавчому органі. 

Чимало європейських виборців зараз 
налаштовані критично до традиційних великих 
партій у Європі, і саме таке потенційне протестне 
голосування на виборах у травні може збільшити 
вагу сил, які відверто чи приховано підтримують 


політику Путіна, спрямовану проти лібера x 
У рн зодачемні ради OSB ATER 
цінностей 1 свобод, якими більшисть євромейнмув 


користуються, сприймаючи їх, як належне. 


Львів готується 9 травня дати 
відсіч провокаторам 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Першого травня у Львові вперше за останні 
роки пройшло без жодних заходів з нагоди Дня 
міжнародної солідарності трудящих. Львів'яни зара- 
ди спокою у місті і недопущення провокацій просто 
проігнорували всі акції. Більшість у місті не вважає 
| травня святом. Тепер громадські активісти роблять 
все, щоб так само пройшло і 9 травня. При всіх 
в'їздах у Львів виставлено блокпости. 

До Монумента слави радянським солдатам, де 
щороку | травня традиційно збирались комуністи 
і представники Антифашистського комітету, при- 
йшли поодиноко троє людей, щоб покласти квіти. 
Масовість біля радянського постаменту створили 
журналісти, 

Ще у переддень травневих свят комуніст, 
керівник Антифашистського комітету Львівщини 
Олександр Калинюк повідомив, що він перебуває 
поза межами міста, буцімто повертається з Мо- 
скви, що організація, яку він очолює, не подавала 
заявку у мерію на проведення заходів з нагоди | 
травня. 

Загалом більшість львів'ян, згідно з численними 
соціологічними опитуваннями, не вважають цей 
день святом, а вихідний використовують, щоб по- 
працювати сапою, лопатою і граблями на городі. 

Львів'янка пані Мирослава прийшла до Мону- 
мента слави лише, щоб впізнати одного з ветеранів, 
щоб запитати у нього, чому на російському 
телеканалі говорив неправду про Львів. 

«Я хотіла прийти і подивитись на того, хто казав, 
що у Львові з нього зняли медалі. Як він міг сидіти 
і брехати на російському телебаченні про Львів, 90 
років людині... Я добре його запам'ятала», - каже 
пані Мирослава. 

Жінка прийде і 9 травня на Пагорб слави, щоб 
знайти таки того ветерана. Тим часом саме до Дня 


Перемоги т ROTYIOTECA представники де- 


ж чо жеї 


сятка громадських організацій, які об'єднались у 
комітет. Вони розповсюджують у місті листівки зі 
закликом «Маєш голову - думай. Не піддавайся на 
провокації!». 

Бояться провокацій і мешканці прикордонного 
з Польщею містечка Рава-Руська, де проросійська 
організація планує святковий парад. Про це Радіо 
Свобода розповіла мер Рава-Руської Грина Bepe- 
щук. 

«Це така проросійська група, вони обіцяють 
спалити міську раду, повісити міського голову. 
Тобто лякають через соціальні мережі, але у нас є 
громадське формування, куди входять прикордон- 
ники і ми не боїмось,нехай їдуть», - зазначає мер. 

На всіх в'їздах у Львів правоохоронці разом із 
громадськими активістами встановили цілодобові 
блокпости, щоб не допустити приїзду на травневі 
свята гастролерів-провокаторів зі сходу України. 
Тут перевіряють автотранспорт із номерами інших 
міст. 

Втім, за інформацією мера Ірини Верещук, про- 
вокатори вже приїхали на Львівщину. 

«ГРУ працює настільки серйозно, що вже дав- 
но створені легенди і завербовані люди, куплені, 
і реально діють, і готують провокації. Провока- 
тори, які перебувають на наших теренах, сюди 
приїжджають як паломники, що їдуть поклони- 
тись у Лаври. Сюди їдуть реальні ФСБешники, 
агенти ГРУ, спецслужб. Також вони їдуть під при- 
криттям до своїх рідних. Вони з українськими 
паспортами і тут легально. Тут не побачиш про- 
вокатора в машині з російськими номерами. Я 
переконана, що всі ті агенти тут вже не один рік», 
- наголошує мер прикордонного містечка Грина 
Верещук. 

Чинити спротив провокаціям без насильства і 
захищати пам'ять без агресії, закликають львів'ян 
громадські активісти. 
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Ukrainian troops destroy а checkpoint at Slovyansk 


Pro-Russian separatists to 
hold secession referendums 


Cont. from P. 1 


of the estimated 40,000 Russian troops massed 
on Ukraine’s border had returned to their training 
grounds. 

May 6 Washington denounced what it calls “con- 
trived and bogus” plans by pro-Russia separatist 
groups in eastern Ukraine to conduct a weekend refer- 
endum on self-determination. 

Speaking after meeting in Washington with Euro- 
pean Union foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton, 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said: “We flatly 
reject this illegal effort to further divide Ukzaine. Its 
pursuit will create even more problems in the effort to 
try to de-escalate the situation.” 

Kerry described regional votes in the eastern Ukrain- 
ian cities of Donetsk and Luhansk as “the Crimea play- 
book all over again,” saying “no civilized nation is going 
to recognize the results of such a bogus effort.” 

The United States and Europe have imposed sanc- 
tions against Russians linked to President Vladimir 
Putin’s inner circle and against pro-Russia Ukrainians 
who were involved in Russia’s annexation. 

Sanctions also have been imposed over Moscow’s 
continued destabilizing actions in the mainly Russian- 
speaking east Ukraine. 

USS. officials have said that all Ukrainians should 
vote on their future governance in nationwide elec- 
tions set for May 25. 

Ashton said after her talks with Kerry on May 6 that 
“It’s for the people of Ukraine to decide what Ukraine 
is and will be, and they will consider very carefully 
where they sit in the world.” 

Meanwhile, both Kerry and Ashton criticized Rus- 
sia for failing to abide by an agreement reached in 
Geneva in April aimed at de-escalating tensions in 
eastern Ukraine. 


They threatened that any move by Moscow to annex 
additional parts of Ukraine would be met by more 
sanctions. 

Such sanctions, they said, would go beyond penal- 
ties already imposed on Russian officials and execu- 
tives — and would be applied to entire sectors of the 
Russian economy, including the defense industry, fi- 
nance, and energy.  - - 

In Ukraine оп May 6, Ukrainian troops tightened а 
security cordon around the separatist-held eastern city 
of Slovyansk. 

Pro-Russia militia fighters acted with apparent im- 
punity elsewhere in the turbulent region bordering 
Russia, surrounding a key Interior Ministry base in 
the area. 

May 5 separatist forces shot down another helicop- 
ter of the Ukrainian military, though the Defense Min- 
istry said the pilots got out of the helicopter alive. 

The pro-Russian forces shot down two Ukrainian 
helicopters on May 2, killing two pilots. 

Ukrainian Interior Minister Arsen Avakov said four 
Uksainian soldiers were killed in the May 5 fighting in 
Slovyansk and some 30 more were wounded. 

Avakov said earlier on May 5 that government 
troops were facing about 800 militants allegedly using 
heavy weapons. 

Avakov said troops would try to advance “little by 
little” towards the center of Slovyansk where the pro- 
Russian rebels have seized the town hall, police head- 
quarters, and the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) 
building. 

They are also holding several people captive, in- 
cluding the mayor. 

The pro-Russian forces told Russian news agencies 
about 20 of their fighters had been killed and claimed 
dozens of civilians had been injured. 


OSCE observers arrive in Germany afterreleas 


(RFE/RL)—Seven European military observers 
have landed in Berlin, after pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine released them from captivity. 

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) observer team landed in Berlin on the 
evening on May 3. 

German Defense Minister Ursula yon der Leyen 
said she was “filled with great relief” that the men had 
“landed here safe and well.” 

The seven observers and five Ukrainian military 
officers had been held by pro-Russian separatists near 
the flashpoint city of Slovyansk since April 25. 

They were released early on May 3 following 
intervention from a Kremlin envoy, Vladimir Lukin. 

Meanwhile, on May 3, acting Ukrainian President 
Oleksandr Turchynov announced a period of mourning 
for more than 40 people killed — mostly pro-Russia 
separatists — in fighting in Odesa on May 2. 

The street clashes in the Black Sea port city ended 
with a blaze at a trade union building, apparently after 
firebombs were thrown inside. 


Elsewhere, Ukraine’s Interior Ministry said its 
forces have retaken the headquarters of the security 
services in the city of Kramatorsk as an offensive 
against pro-Russia separatists in the east continues. 

The ministry said on May 3 that its forces had also 
regained control of the city’s airport and a television 
tower and controlled all checkpoints around the city. 

Local television showed pictures of armored 
personnel carriers moving through the town. 

Kramatorsk is south of the rebel stronghold of 
Slovyansk, which the Interior Ministry said has also 
now been surrounded by its troops. 

In the eastern city of Donetsk, a couple of hundred 
pro-Russia protesters stormed the governor’s 
business premises and the state security headquarters, 
ransacking files, and smashing windows. 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry spoke to Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov by telephone about 
the crisis in Ukraine. 

Both sides said they agreed that the OSCE should 
play a bigger role in helping to reduce tension. 


5 


EU names 15 new targets 
for Ukraine sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union has released the names of 15 indi- 
viduals targeted by fresh sanctions over their roles in the Ukraine crisis. 

The list, released on April 29, brings to 48 the total number of people 
es assets are frozen and who won't be allowed to travel within the 

Ws 

The new sanctions list includes General Valery Gerasimov, chief of 
the Russian General Staff, and Lieutenant General Igor Sergun, who was 
identified as the head of the Russian military intelligence agency (GRU). 

It also includes Igor Strelkov, named by the EU as a member of GRU 
who was involved in recent incidents in the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Slovyansk. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Kozak, who was responsible 
for the overseeing of the integration of Crimea into the Russian Federa- 
tion, also was named, along with others involved in Russia’s annexation 
of the peninsula — such as the acting governor of Sevastopol, Sergei 
Menyailo, the Russian president's official representative in Crimea, Oleg 
Belaventsey, and the Russian government’s minister for Crimean affairs, 
Oleg Savelyey. 

The EU also has blacklisted two women — Olga Kovatidi, a member 
of the Russian Federation Council from the annexed Autonomous Re- 
public of Crimea, and Lyudmila Shvetsova, the deputy chairwoman of 
Russia’s State Duma. : 

Moscow reacted by saying that the EU should “be ashamed,” and that 
the sanctions will not help stabilize the volatile situation in Ukraine. 

A Foreign Ministry statement from Moscow on April 29 also accused 
the EU of being “under Washington’s thumb.” 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov on April 29 admit- 
ted the sanctions will negatively impact Russia’s high-tech enterprises 
and industries. 

“This is a revival of a system created in 1949 when Western countries 
essentially lowered an ‘Iron Curtain,’ cutting off supplies of high-tech 
goods to the Soviet Union and other countries,” he said. 

Ryabkov also said there was no reason for the West to fear that Mos- 
cow would try to take over southeastern Ukraine following its annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. 

Unlike an expanded U.S. sanctions list that was issued on April 28 and 
includes several people close to Russian President Vladimir Putin, the 
EU’s fresh sanctions mostly target lower-ranking individuals. 

The EU list also includes pro-Russian separatist leaders in Crimea and 
in eastern Ukrainian cities. 

Among them are German Prokopiv and Valeriy Bolotoy, who both par- 
ticipated in the seizure of the building of the Luhansk regional office of 
Ukraine’s Security Service. ; 

Also named are Andriy Purgin and Denys Pushylin, described as the 
head and the spokesman of the self-proclaimed “Donetsk People’s Re- 
public.” 

The new EU sanctions list also includes Sergei Gennadevich Tsy- 
ріакоу, described as “one of the leaders of ideologically radical organ- 
ization People’s Militia of Donbas who took active part in the seizure of 
a number of state buildings in Donetsk region.” 

In a statement to coincide with release of the names of those sanc- 
tioned, EU foreign-policy chief Catherine Ashton said she was “alarmed 
by the worsening security situation in eastern Ukraine.” 

Ashton said those on the list were targeted because they are “threaten- 
ing the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.” 

- Ambassadors from the 28 EU member states approved the new sanc- 
tions list on April 28 during a meeting in Brussels. 


SBU has evidence of planned 
Russian falsifications 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) has received 
irrefutable evidence of the Russian side’s preparing for and coordinating 
measures on the holding in the eastern regions of Ukraine of the so-called 
“referendum” on the creation of the “Donetsk People’s Republic,” with al- 
ready known results, the SBU press center reported on May 7. 

SBU released the audio recording of a conversation between the leader 
of the Russian Unity movement, Alexander Barkashov (Moscow), and 
the leader of the unregistered Orthodox Donbas organization, Dmytro 
Boitsov (Donetsk). 

During the conversation Boitsov asks for Russian military support 
for the successful holding of the so-called referendum on May 11. Bar- 
kashoy, in turn, proposes falsifying the results of the referendum. 

“Obscene language is used during the conversation,” SBU said. 

SBU also released audio files with subtitles in Russian, English and 
German. 


Kyiv ditches separatist-linked 
ribbon as WWII symbol 


(RFE/RL)—The St. George Ribbon, traditionally worn to mark victory 
against Nazi Germany in World War II, will be conspicuously absent from 
Ukraine’s May 9 ceremonies this year — at least in the country’s west. 

The ribbon has come to symbolize separatist sentiment in eastern 
Ukraine, where pro-Russia militants have seized government buildings 
in a dozen towns. 

Instead, many Ukrainians will be donning poppies resembling those 
worn in Canada and other Western countries to commemorate soldiers 
who have died in wars. 

A stylized poppy created by Kharkiv designer Serhiy Mishakin has 
been adopted as an official emblem for May 9. 


The canonization of Pope John 
XXIII and Pope John Paul П who 
reigned as popes of the Roman 
Catholic Church respectively from 
1958 to 1963 and 1978 to 2005, 
was an event of immense signifi- 
cance for all the estimated 1.2 bil- 
lion Catholics around the world, 
and also had special significance 
for the estimated 6 to 10 million 
Ukrainian Greek Catholics — who 
are also spread around the world. 

The Canonization Mass was 
celebrated by Pope Francis (with 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI con- 
celebrating), on Sunday April 27, 
in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican 
in Rome. An estimated 800,000 
people attended the ceremony 
in Rome, with overflow crowds 
watching on giant-screen TVs set 
up at various locations around the 
city. 

The decision to canonize was 
made official by Pope Francis on 
July 5, 2013 following the recogni- 
tion of a miracle attributed to the 
intercession of John Paul II, while 
John XXIII was canonized for his 
merits of opening the Second Vati- 
can Council. 

Also known as Vatican II, this 
council held from 1962 to 1965 
resulted in several major changes 
in the church including the open- 
ing of ecumenical dialogue and the 
adoption of the use of vernacular 
languages. For Latin Rite Cath- 
olics it meant the replacement of 
Latin by the native language of the 
country. For Ukrainian Catholics it 
meant the replacement of Church 
Slavonic by modern Ukrainian. 
This was later expanded to include 
English and other languages preva- 
lent in the countries where Ukrain- 
ian Greek Catholics live. The end 
result was to make the Divine Lit- 
urgy comprehensible to the vast 
majority of the faithful. 

But one of the most significant 
accomplishments of Pope John 
XXII was the role he played in 
convincing then-Soviet leader Ni- 
kita Khrushchey to release Metro- 
politan Josyf Slipyj after 17 years 
of imprisonment in the Soviet Gu- 
lag. Slipyj was freed on January 23, 
1963 —just in time to participate in 
the Vatican Council. 

Slipyj, in turn, pushed for his 


church to become a patriarchate - а 
move which would raise its stature. 
He declared himself a patriarch 
even though Pope John XXIII’s 
successor, Pope Paul VI would 
not recognize him as such, naming 
him instead, a major archbishop. 
Slipyj asserted his authority by 
appointing Ivan Choma, Stepan 
Czmil and Lubomyr Husar as bish- 
ops without approval of the pope. 
Although episcopal consecrations 
without papal permission are con- 
sidered illicit in Roman Canon 
Law they are legal under Eastern 
Canon Law. The campaign to have 
the patriarchate of the UGCC гес- 
ognized by the Holy See continues 
to this day, but it is hoped that Pope 
Francis will accede. 

During his participation at the 
canonization of the two popes, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav declared: 
“The newly pronounced saints 
drank fully to the end their chal- 
ice of human suffering in the last 
century. While Pope John XXIII 
stopped the Caribbean Crisis, when 
the world stood on the brink of an 
atom war, it was Pope John II who 
led humankind into the 3rd Millen- 
nium with a great hope that peace 
would reign in the world. It was he 
who was the person who could de- 
stroy various walls of the 20th cen- 
tury.” 

He added: “this event has an 
important significance in the con- 
text of events in Ukraine, since the 
newly canonized saints were fight- 
ers for peace in the world and they 
will pray to God that Ukraine not 
suffer new aggression and that that 
human blood will never again be 
shed on our land.” - 

One of St. John Paul’s greatest 
accomplishments and one which 
had a huge impact on Ukraine and 
Ukrainians around the world was 
the instrumental role he played in 
bringing down the evil Soviet Em- 
pire. Starting with his native Po- 
land, where he told his faithful not 
to be afraid, he rallied the people 
of Eastern Europe to cherish their 
human dignity and rise up against 
the evil forces. By 1989 East Cen- 
tral Europe was freed. By 1991 the 
USSR itself had fallen. Unfortu- 
nately today the USSR is being re- 
vived by the evil forces of Putin’s 
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Russia. Thus the indomitable spirit 
the ST. John Paul П serves as an in- 
spiration to all which wish to see a 
return to peace and democracy. 
Then, of course there was Pope 
John Paul II’s historic and land- 
mark visit to Ukraine in 2001. This 
culminated in an open-air mass at 
Lviv Hippodrome racetrack on 
June 27, 2001, attended by over 1 
million faithful and the beatifica- 
tion of 27 martyrs of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church along with 
the founder of the Sister Servants 
of Mary Immaculate. Among those 
beatified: Bishop Mykola Char- 
netsky, imprisoned by the NK VD; 
Sr. Laurentia Herasymiv, who died 
while imprisoned in Siberia; Sr. 
Tarsykia Matskiv, shot by a Rus- 
sian soldier at her convent; Sr. 
Olympia Bida, who died in a prison 
camp in 1952; Volodymyr Pryjma, 
mercilessly tortured and murdered 
along with Fr Nicholas Conrad by 
the NK VD; Bishop Nykyta Budka, 
first leader of the UGCC in Can- 
ada, who died in a concentration 
camp in Kazakhstan; Hryhory La- 
kota, who died as a martyr for the 
faith in the village of Abez, near 
Vorkuta, Russia; Bishop Hryhory 
Khomyshyn, who died in Kyiv’s 
NKVD prison in 1947; Bishop 
Josaphat Kotsylovsky, who died 
in the Kyiv prison 10 month later; 
Bishop Simeon Lukach, who died 
after contracting tuberculosis in 
prison; Bishop Ivan Sleziuk, who 
spent 15 years in prison; Fr Leonid 
Feodorov, who died a martyr for 
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the faith in 1935; Fr Petro Verhun, 
who died a martyr in 1957; Archi- 
mandrite Clement Sheptytsky, the 
younger brother of the Servant of 
God Metropolitan Andriy Sheptyt- 
sky, who died a martyr for the faith 
in 1951 in the Vladimir prison; 
Fr Severian Baranyk, tortured to 
death by the NKVD in 1941; Fr 
Zenobius Kovalyk, martyred by the 
Communists in a mock crucifixion 
against a wall in the Bryhidky pris- 
on in Lviv; Fr Roman Lysko, sealed 
within the walls of a Lviv prison 
in 1949; Bishop Vasyl Velychkoy- 
sky, who spent 10 years in a pris- 
on camp from 1945 to 1955, then 
another three (1969-1972) before 
being released to Rome and тоу- 
ing to Winnipeg, where he died in 
1973; Fr Mykola Tsehelskyi, who 
died in a Mordovian prison camp 
in 1951; Fr Oleksiy Zarytskyi, 
who died in the Dolynka concen- 
tration camp near Karaganda in 
1963; Fr Andriy Ishchak, killed by 
retreating Soviet soldiers in 1941; 
Fr Ivan Ziatyk; tortured to death 
in 1952; Fr Vitaliy Bairak, who 
died after having been severely 
beaten in the Drohobych prison 
near Lviv in 1946; Fr Joachim Sen- 
kivskyi who was martyred by be- 
ing boiled to death in a cauldron 
in the Drohobych prison in 1941; 
Fr Mykola Conrad, murdered by 
the Bolsheviks in 1941; Theodore 
Romzha, poisoned by the Bolshe- 
viks in a Mukachevo hospital in 
1947; Fr Emilian Kovch, burned to 
death in the ovens of the Majdanek 
Nazi death camp and in 1999 hon- 


oured with the title “Righteous- 


Ukrainian” by the Jewish Coun- 


cil of Ukraine; and Sr Josaphata 
Michaelina Hordashevska was the 
first member of the Sisters Ser- 
vant of Mary Immaculate, whose 
process of beatification started in 
Rome in 1983. 

“The Servants of God who are 
today inscribed in the Book of the 
Blessed represent all categories of 
the ecclesial community: among 
them are Bishops апа priests, 
monks, nuns, and lay people. They 
were tested in many ways by the 
followers of the infamous Nazi and 
Communist ideologies,” said St. 
John Paul П during his homily at 
the Divine Liturgy in Lviv on June 
27, 2001. 

“Most of them were killed in 
hatred of the Christian faith. Some 
underwent martyrdom in times 
close to us, and among those present 
at today’s Divine Liturgy there are 
some who knew them personally. 
This land of Halychyna, which in 
the course of history has witnessed 
the growth of the Ukrainian Greek- 
Catholic Church, has been covered, 
as the unforgettable Metropolitan 
Josyf Slipyj used to say, ‘with 
mountains of corpses and rivers of 
blood’,” he also stated. 

The people of Ukraine are im- 
mensely grateful to these two 
popes, now saints for the immense 
role they played in supporting hu- 
man rights and human dignity 
around the world and in Ukraine 
especially. Their canonizations 
is a cause for great celebration 
among all Ukrainians. And their 
lives serve as examples for others 
to follow — especially in these most 
troubling times. 


Should the EU trust —— 


Poroshenko to lead Ukraine? 


By Maryla Krol 

(EUobserver)—As Ukrainians 
gear up for the long awaited presi- 
dential election of 25 May, all eyes 
are fixed on Petro Poroshenko, 
Ukraine’s seventh richest man. 

Despite an unprecedented num- 
ber of candidates (46) seeking their 
chances at the ballot, the latest polls 
put this little known businessman 
and former minister in the lead, just 
shy of the 50 percent majority need- 
ed to obtain a first-round victory. 

Widely embraced by Western 
media and politicians, Poroshenko 
is presented as the candidate best 
suited to lead Ukraine out of its 
quagmire of inner turmoil and 
patch up the wounds left behind by 
the Euromaidan. 

Indeed, he was the first billion- 
aire to speak out in favour of the 
revolution, showing up in Kyiy’s 
main square to broadcast his views 
throughout Ukraine on leading TV 
network Kanal 5, one of the coun- 
try’s major channels. 

After former president Viktor 
Yanukovych fled to Russia, he 
quickly shot up in visibility, even- 
tually convincing Vitali Klitschko 
to endorse him as his party’s candi- 
date for the presidential elections. 
A self-made man, he amassed his 
considerable wealth of $1.3 billion 
from manufacturing and selling 
sweets, transforming his Roshen 
company into a household name in 
the ex-Soviet bloc. 

This is the standard narrative re- 
lated in Western media channels. 
Unfortunately, these are all an- 
swers to the wrong questions. 


A well-rounded appraisal of 


Poroshenko should not linger too 
much on his feats of the last few 
months, but should start from one 
fundamental question: Can he be 
trusted? 

In the wake of the Euromaidan 
and of Russia’s annexation of Cri- 
mea, Ukraine has revealed its mner 
chasms and seeming insurmount- 
able divisions. The centrifugal 
forces that had kept the country 
together under Yanukovych’s rule 
have all but collapsed under the 
destabilising influence of its rapa- 
cious Eastern neighbor. 

Many now fear that other re- 
gions will follow suit and be either 
absorbed or even occupied by 
Moscow’s appetite for territorial 
control. Therefore, what Ukraine 
needs is a leader that can success- 
fully bind together its people, re- 
store confidence in a shared destiny 
and bring the country back into the 
European fold. 

But is Poroshenko that leader? 

Poroshenko’s track record reads 
like a manual of party-hopping. He 
has been a near-permanent presence 
on the Ukrainian political scene, 
cautiously supporting all major pol- 
itical figures at different times. 

He found his way into politics in 
the late 1990s by joining the So- 
cial Democratic Party, led at that 
time by Viktor Medvedchuk, a 
close friend of Vladimir Putin. As 
a member, Poroshenko was elected 
to parliament in 1998 enjoying the 
support of the Kremlin-backed 
President Kuchma. 

In 2000, he became one of the 
founding members of the Party of 
Regions. 


He broke ranks in 2002 and be- 
came Viktor Yushchenko’s cam- 
paign chief, winning him another 
seat in parliament and his first sig- 
nificant political function as head of 
the parliamentary budget committee. 

After Yushchneko’s dramatic 
win in the 2004 Presidential elec- 
tions, Poroshenko got his first 
whiff of real power, as secretary of 
the National Security and Defence 
Council, a position which gave him 
considerable access to Ukraine’s 
elite circles. For a while, he was 
even known as “Yushchenko’s wal- 
let”, due to the significant financial 
backing he offered the ex-president 
in campaign funds. 

His stint in the government did 
not last very long: following a very 
public and brutal falling out he had 
with then-prime-minister Yulia Ty- 
moshenko, in which they traded 
accusations of corruption, Poro- 
shenko resigned from his position. 

His leadership capacities were 
considerable, and at one point 
he was even suspected of having 
formed a shadow government and 
that a “Byzantine system of man- 
agement” had evolved under his 
rule. It is unclear whether these al- 
legations were true. What is clear 
though is that with his departure, 
the government had lost a power- 
ful ally, both politically and finan- 
cially. 

After a stint heading Ukraine’s 
National Bank, in a move that sur- 
prised many, Poroshenko returned 
to the political scene in 2012 as 
minister of economic development 
and trade under Yanukoyvych. Dur- 

Cont. on P. 7 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, May 8 - 21, 8 - 21 


, 2014 


7 


Here’s how Obama’s Russia| Only 15% voted 


sanctions will 


By Greg Satell 

(Forbes)—The US Treasury Department has an- 
nounced further sanctions on seven Russian officials 
and 17 Russian companies, including Igor Sechin, the 
head of Rosneft, Russia’s largest oil company, several 
financial institutions and a number of firms connected 
to the energy sector. These will include visa bans, 
asset freezes and further restrictions on trade. 

When the first round of sanctions were imposed, 
the Russians largely laughed them off and critics of 
the administration pounced. How could visa bans and 
asset freezes affect the calculus of Putin’s most ardent 
supporters? What effect will it have on the ones don’t 
travel extensively the West or keep assets in foreign 
banks? 

Yet this line of reasoning betrays a deep misunder- 
standing about the purpose and effects of the sanctions. 
They are, in fact, a new breed of financial warfare that 
the Treasury department has been honing since 9/11, 
which rely on new legislation such as Section 311 of 
the Patriot Act and “know your customer” banking 
tules. 

Originally, these rules were designed to lock terror- 
ists out of the global financial system. As Juan Zarate, 
one of architects of the new techniques, explains in his 
book Treasury’s War: 

“The point was not necessarily to freeze assets in 
US banks — though that was a benefit — but instead 
to use the designations to make it harder for individ- 
uals who were financing terrorists to access the formal 
financial system. Our analyses therefore focused on 
the networks of actors and institutions providing the 
financial backbone to the terrorist enterprises.” 

Before long, the new techniques were expanded 
beyond counterterrorism and deployed against nation 
states, such as North Korea and Iran, to great effect. 
When coordinated with allies these are even more ef- 
fective, but are powerful even if pursued unilaterally. 

That doesn’t mean that the sanctions will deter Pu- 
tin — like any lunatic out on a ledge, the decision to 
jump is his alone — but his actions will incur ever 
increasing costs that will undermine his already weak 
regime. 

To understand how the sanctions work, let’s look at 
the case of Vladimir Yakunin, | Putin’s close friend and 
the head of Russian Railways. He told the Financial 
Times, “I did not intend to travel to the US. I have no 
assets. So it does not bother me at all.” Even if we as- 
sume he’s telling the truth about his assets (which is 
doubtful), the sanctions still hit hard. 

While asset freezes and visa bans are somewhat of a 
nuisance — Yakunin’s children live abroad — the real 
strength of the sanctions lie in the fact that they are 
designations. In effect, they are the financial equiva- 
lent of leprosy, discouraging financial institutions 
from touching the targeted entity in any way. 

What many people don’t realize is just how perva- 
sive the US financial system is. If, for example, Yaku- 
nin wanted to buy a nice vacation house in Dubai. 
He’d have to pay for it somehow. Yet to transfer the 
money, he would need to use a bank and that’s where 
things get difficult. Every financial institution needs a 
correspondent banking relationship with a US entity 
in order to do business. 

The penalties for defying US Treasury designations 
can be quite severe — HSBC was fined $1.9 billion 
— and if the offending bank wants to continue to do 
business in the US, it complies. In effect, once you 
are designated, you are cut off from the international 
financial system. 

Further, the sanctions apply not only people like 
Yakunin, but also entities they control. In his case, 
Bank Rossiya was also designated. So it can no longer 
do business with any bank that deals in dollars either. 


destroy Putin 


In fact, they can’t deal with any entity that does busi- 
ness in the US, which is why Visa and MasterCard 
MA +1.11% cut off service. 

The new sanctions tighten the noose even further 
because companies in the financial and energy sec- 
tors are now being targeted aggressively. That means 
that their ability to do business internationally will be 
greatly curtailed. The EU will be announcing their 
own sanctions later today, magnifying the impact. 

And it doesn’t stop there. Because the sanctions are 
designed to be incremental, nobody knows for sure 
who will show up on the list next. So the entire Rus- 
sian economy is effectively being isolated in a much 
more effective way than it would be under a traditional 
sanctions regime. It is not specific activity that is be- 
ing proscribed, but financial relationships themselves. 

The effects are already being felt. Russian corpora- 
tions can’t roll over their loans and have had to can- 
cel IPO’s. The Russian government has had to call off 
all but two bond auctions since the beginning of the 
crisis. This adds to capital flight, puts pressure on the 
Ruble and creates inflation. At the same time, it limits 
investment in the country and lowers income. 

Recognizing the serious peril the Russian economy 
finds itself in, Standard & Poor’s recently downgraded 
Russia to one level above junk status, which will lead 
to further capital outflows as bond funds reallocate 
their portfolio’s to manage risk. And the crises is still 
young, things will only go downhill from here for Pu- 
tin’s regime. 

While it’s true that the nationalist fervor in the wake 
of the Ukraine crisis have increased Vladimir Putin’s 
approval ratings, it is doubtful that will last. The May 
holidays — a big deal in Russia — are coming up and 
many Russians will have to alter their travel plans. 
Others will find that their credit cards don’t work. 
Foreign adventures become decidedly less attractive 
when they inhibit the ability to enjoy your life. 

When Russians arrive back home, they will find 
things only getting worse. The Russian economy is 
expected to fall into recession this quarter and Putin’s 
continued adventures will only get more expensive. 
Before long, imported goods will become scarce and 
social payments will need to be cut. Russians will 
begin to remember what the Soviet Union was really 
like. y 

In the years to come, decreased gas exports to Eur- 
ope and a softening market for oil could cost the Rus- 
sian economy as much as $100 billion annually — 
roughly 5% of GDP. Putin promised a new stronger 
Russia, respected throughout the world. Now he is 
delivering an impoverished pariah state. 

Perhaps most importantly, it’s hard to see how Pu- 
tin will prevail. Ukraine is a big place and occupy- 
ing it would take hundreds of thousands of troops — 
something Russia can’t afford financially or militarily. 
There is, in fact, very little he can do besides make 
threatening noises while Obama’s sanctions erode the 
Russian economy. 

And that means trouble. Running an aggressive, au- 
thoritarian state takes money. You need a hefty military 
budget, a large internal security service, lots of money 
sloshing around to buy the loyalty of officials and exten- 
sive social benefits to keep the populace docile. Even a 
brutal, corrupt ruler needs internal support. 

The truth is that Putin is a KGB operative to the core 
and, as David Paul recently pointed out in an excellent 
article in the Huffington Post, the KGB has been los- 
ing since the 1970’s. He has rather sloppily blundered 
into the same mistakes his predecessors made in Af- 
ghanistan decades ago. 

As strange as it may seem, Vladimir Putin, the bare- 
chested, horse riding tiger hunter, is about to be taken 
down by a bunch of accountants. 


Should the EU trust Poroshenko? 


Cont. from Р. 6 


ing his term, he oversaw Ukraine’s delicate balancing 
act with the European Union and Russia over joining 
their respective trade areas. 

While European leaders seem to be won over by his 
steady rhetoric and curt declarations that appear to re- 
flect a deep commitment to European values, his track 
record strikes a dismal note. Indeed, throughout his 
political career, Poroshenko did not espouse the same 
strong pro-Western views as today. 

As minister of trade, he initiated talks with his Russian 
counterpart Andrey Зіерпеу and signed a memorandum 
of cooperation meant to increase the interdependency of 
the two economies before an expected association agree- 
ment with the Kremlin-backed Customs Union. 


Poroshenko has been at times a leftist, a centrist and 
a rightist, at once pro-West and pro-Moscow. 

So how can he ask the wholehearted support of his 
citizens and of the international community if he has 
never been able to fully support a plan for Ukraine? 
Once elected, there are no guarantees that he will stick 
with the ideas he so loudly proclaims now. 

The underlying theme beneath Poroshenko’s ex- 
tensive political career is not some moral crusade on 
how to improve the lives of Ukrainians but a marked 
fluidity of convictions that have shifted alongside the 
undercurrents of the ruling political class. 

With this in mind, his charm offensive should not 
fool anyone. 

The writer is a Geneva-based economist 


for annexation 
Putin accidentally posts real 
Crimean election results 


By Paul Roderick Gregory 

(Forbes)—The website of the “President of Russia’s Council on Civil 
Society and Human Rights” posted a blog that was quickly taken down 
as if it were toxic radioactive waste. According to the Council’s report 
about the March referendum to annex Crimea, the turnout was a max- 
imum 30%. And of these, only half voted for annexation — meaning only 
15 percent of Crimean citizens voted for annexation. 

The fate of Crimea, therefore, was decided by the 15 percent of Cri- 
means, who voted in favor of unification with Russia (under the watchful 
eye of Kalashnikoy-toting soldiers). 

The official Crimean election results, as reported widely in the Western 
press, showed a 97 percent vote in favor of annexation with a turnout 
of 83 percent. No international observers were allowed. This pro-Russia 
election pressure would have raised the already weak vote in favor of an- 
nexation. ? 

To make sure no one misses this: 

Official Kremlin results: 97% for annexation, turnout 83 percent, ae 
percent of Crimeans voting in favor 82%. 

President’s Human Rights Council results: 50% for annexation, turti- 
out 30%, percent of Crimeans voting in favor 15%. 

Putin’s people pulled this “rather unfortunate” report from the 
President’s Human Rights Council website, but council member Svet- 
lana Gannushkina talked about this subject on Kanal 24 (as reproduced 
on Ukrainian television), declaring that the Crimean vote “discredited 
Russia more than could be dreamed up by a foreign agent.” 

Putin plans to repeat the Crimean election farce in the May 11 referen- 
dum on the status of the so-called People’s Republic of Donetsk. He will 
use the same tricks to produce an overwhelming vote for “independence” 
and a high turnout. The few international election monitors will object, 
but Putin counts on repetition of his Big Lie to convince his own people 
and sympathetic politicians and press in the West that the people of east 
Ukraine actually want to separate from Ukraine. 

Will the West let Putin get away with it again? 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP 
CAN HELP SOLVE UKRAINE’S CRISIS 


The church is the most trusted institution in Ukraine, more trusted than 
political or academic institutions. If the leaders of Ukraine’s churches 
(and other religious groups) were to unite and make a joint proclamation 
of the Ukrainian embracement of linguistic and cultural diversity and 
inclusivity, it would go far in reducing tensions in that country. 

Those tensions stem from actions by the new government in Kyiv 
that were perceived to weaken Russian-language protection. Many 
of those in the eastern, predominantly Russian-speaking, area of 
the country, who are proud Ukrainians, saw it as an erosion of their 
linguistic rights. It is these linguistic and cultural issues that religious 
leaders are best positioned to address, offering a non-partisan, cross- 
cultural approach. 

I have discussed this at length with Bishop Job of Edmonton, 
and Archbishop Gabriel of Montreal, both of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, also with Ambassador Vadym Prystaiko of Ukraine and Igor 
Girenko of the Embassy of Russia, as well as Dr. Andrew Bennett, 
Canada’s Ambassador for Religious Freedom. All concur that if the 
All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations in 
Kyiv were to agree on a Ukrainian national message to be delivered 
through all churches in all regions of Ukraine, it would have great 
value. 

The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organiza- 
tions could dialogue with Ukrainians, seeing what they want in terms 
of linguistic and cultural inclusivity for the future of Ukraine, then 
take this instruction from the people to the presidential candidates. 
This should be done immediately so that the presidential candidates 
for the May 25 election will have the opportunity to campaign on this 
inclusivity message to take to the parliament for reinforcing legisla- 
tion upon becoming president. 

The time for the religious leaders to act is now. Let them listen to 
the people then speak with a united voice. 

What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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the recognition that in a lived 
solidarity that transcends ethni- 
city, language, and even particu- 
lar religious membership there is 
a strength that can overcome the 
sometimes sly, sometimes brutish, 
always cynical idolatry of power 
that had held the government in 
its grips. As we stood our ground 
and prayed on the various maidans 
throughout the country, we not 
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His Beatitude Patriarch Sviatoslay with youth at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Toronto. 


Maidan restored human dignity, patriarch says 


only changed the focus of the pro- 
tests to centre on human dignity, 
we noticed that the maidans be- 
came a place of new-found human 
dignity. Treating one another with 
love, with compassion, with dig- 
nity: that is what breeds dignity,” 
added Patriarch Sviatoslav. 

But following the triumph of the 
Maidan, “we quickly were con- 
fronted with the reality of Russian 
aggression in Crimea, and the com- 


fortable West’s inability to respond 
to this most dangerous develop- 
ment since World War II.,” he con- 
tinued. 

“Then the events in Eastern re- 
gions of Ukraine began, fomented 
again by special operatives from 
Russia, the ‘political tourists’ in 
neat uniforms, but without any 
identifying insignia, whom the 
people have christened “little 
green men”. And all this time some 
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40,000 Russian troops at the bor- 
der of Ukraine, to further cloud the 
minds and hearts of those people 
who had not yet been set free by 
the ‘revolution of human dignity.’ 
And the propaganda war unleashed 
by Russia is the most twisted in- 


formational assault since Goebbels 
pontificated that if you brashly lie 
long enough, loudly enough, some 
will inevitably believe you.. 

“There is an anecdote circulating 
in Ukraine: A Russian citizen meets 
a Ukrainian citizen and asks him: 
‘So, are you опе of those ultra-na- 
tionalist, fascist anti-Semites, who 
supports the government in Kyiv?’ 
And the Ukrainian citizen replies: 
‘I guess I am, because everybody 
at our synagogue is!’ All jok- 
ing aside, political humour often 
makes important statements. This 
is a blessed time for Ukrainian- 
Jewish relations. We stand together 
for the truth. We stand together for 
a country that has earned to join 
the family of free and democratic 
states, through its painfully ac- 
quired human dignity,” he said. 

His Beatitude commended the 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter who 
facilitated a series of most signifi- 
cant events honouring Metropol- 
itan Andrey Sheptytsky. 

“Tt was the idea of Rabbi Jakov 
Dov Bleich that the All-Ukrainian 
Council of Churches and Religious 
Organizations travel to Canada and 
the USA to honour what Metro- 
politan. Andrey Sheptytsky did in 
heroically standing up in defence 
of Jews at a time when it could 
have spelled persecution or death 
for himself or his Church. Person- 
ally overseeing the saving of scores 
of young Jewish people in Lviv 
and its environs, he exhibited the 
kind of courage that we long for in 
our leaders, but so rarely encoun- 
ter. The unanimous parliamentary 
resolution in Ottawa and the truly 
excellent conference put on by the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Stud- 
ies left us in a state of euphoria, a 
state of solidarity, and we were full 
of plans for other such momen- 
tous things that the representatives 
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of all of Ukraine’s Churches and 
Religious Organizations could do 
together,” he said. 

His Beatitude also commended 
the work of the Sheptytsky Insti- 
tute. Founded in 1986 at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago by 
Fr. Andriy Chirovsky, the institute 


was moved. in1990..to--Ottawa’s 
Saint Paul University at the request 


and under the aegis of the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Hierarchy of Canada, 
under the leadership of the late 
Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk 

“The Institute from its beginning 
is very pastorally minded. While 
it demands intellectual rigor and 
academic excellence, this strin- 
gency is applied for the life of the 
Church. An intensely ecumenically 
engaged operation, the Sheptytsky 
Institute has always been involved 
improving understanding and con- 
crete relations among the various 
Eastern Christian Communities, 
Catholic and Orthodox, and be- 
tween the Christian East and West 
in general, Following the lead of its 
patron, Metropolitan Andrey, the 
institute is also devoted to inter- 
religious rapprochement and dia- 
logue, especially with the Jewish 
Community,” said Patriarch Svi- 
atoslav. 

One of Fr. Chirovsky’s closest 
collaborators over the years has been 
Fr. Peter Galadza, who is the Acting 
Director of the Sheptytsky Institute. 
He holds the Kule Family Chair in 
Eastern Christian Liturgy, while 
Fr. Chirovsky holds the Peter and 
Doris Kule Chair of Eastern Chris- 
tian Theology and Spirituality. Also 
present at the event were Fr. Andriy 
Onuferko, who served for four years 
as Acting Director and Fr. Alexander 
Laschuk, the institute’s last Acting 
Director and Subdeacon and Prof. 
Brian Butcher. 

The Sheptytsky Institute is the 
only Ukrainian Catholic institution 
in the world that has been offer- 
ing a doctoral program in Eastern 
Christian Studies. In addition to 
the eight PhD’s (male and female, 
clergy and lay), the institute counts 
among its alumni:4 ecclesiastical 
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Left to right: Lauren Woods, Audrina Steciw and Alicia Woynarski 


Opera singers take the stage at SJI 


(5Л)--Мау 1, three of Alberta’s 
finest classically trained opera sing- 
ers, Lauren Woods, Alicia Woynar- 
ski, and Audrina Steciw took to 
the stage in St. John’s Institute’s 
Living Gallery, giving audience 
members a taste of the unusual per- 
forming experience that was 104 
Underground: An Operascape. 

Under the masterful wand of 
conductor and tenor, Boris Derow, 
robust orchestral sounds rose from 
the instruments of four profession- 
al musicians whose talents form 
the soundscape for many of Mer- 


cury Opera’s productions. And іп: 


the background, her life’s passion 
taking shape in front of her, stood 
Mercury Opera’s fearless trailblaz- 
er, Daria (Darcia) Parada, an artist 
with a vision and little patience for 
those with no sense of adventure. 
In surroundings made slightly 
surreal by the power of the voices 
adorned in opulent costuming by 
Ukrainian Canadian fashion de- 
signer, Natasha Lazarovic (Temna 
Fialka), the performance elicited 
a standing ovation from the spell- 
bound music lovers present. 
Presented and hosted by 5Л, 
the live show was the second act 
to the premiere screening of the 
Ukrainian-language edition of 104 


Underground: An Operascape, a 
documentary of the making of 
the production, by Delsur Films’ 
Jimmy Bustos. 

Originally screened in its Eng- 
lish version, the documentary re- 
ceived a Ukrainian voice-over by 
Edmonton’s veteran broadcaster, 
Roman Brytan, making it a great 
fit for the multi-lingual offerings of 
OMNI Television, on which it was 
broadcast numerous times earlier 
that same week. A street-level view 
of the down-and-dirty realities of 
bringing high art to the people, 
the documentary captured the anx- 
iety and exhilaration of the artistic 
team and production crews, during 
the staging of the production in an 
underground LRT (metro) station 
in downtown Edmonton 

Outdoing himself yet again, 
SJV’s extraordinary Chef Don Don 
Miranda wowed guests with a var- 
iety of tempting treats including 
wonton-wrapped, grilled skew- 
ered shrimp; triple-decker gourmet 
finger sandwiches; bocconcini/ 
tomato/basil spirals; and herbed, 
hand-rolled mozzarella sticks. 

St. John’s Institute thanks Dar- 
cia Parada and Mercury Opera for 
the opportunity to present such in- 
credible artistry to the community, 


Member of Tatar Mejlis beaten 
by ‘self-defense’ group 


(RFE/RL)—A member of the Crimean Tatars’ self-governing body, the 
Mejlis, has been beaten by a so-called self-defense group in Crimea. 

The head of the Mejlis department for external ties, Ali Hamzin, 
told RFE/RL that unknown individuals in military uniforms stopped 
Abduraman Egiz in Simferopol on May 6 and demanded identification. 

Egiz refused to produce his documents, demanding police be present at 


the site. 


The men, who called themselves members of the “Crimean self- 
defense force” attacked Egiz and beat him, and searched his vehicle. 
When they discovered that Egiz was a member of Mejlis, they let him 


го. 


Hamzin says the incident will be reported to the police. 

He added that violent attacks against Crimean Tatars will likely 
intensify in coming days ahead of the 70th anniversary of the Crimean 
Tatars’ deportation to Central Asia to be marked on May 18. 

The Mejlis has refused to recognize the annexation of Ukraine’s 


Crimea by Moscow in March. 


On May 4, Natalya Poklonskaya, Crimea’s de facto prosecutor- 
general, warned Mejlis leader Refat Chubarov that his organization will 
be liquidated if it engages in “extremist” activities. 

The move came amid protests by local Tatars over the authorities’ 
refusal to allow their veteran leader, Mustafa Dzhemilev, into the region 


on May 3. 


Dzhemilev, a legendary Soviet-era dissident and Ukrainian boule 
told RFE/RL on May 5 that Crimean Tatars will continue to fight for their 


rights by peaceful means. 


and to tell our Ukrainian Canadian 
audiences about the talent within. 
We were privileged to welcome 
talent of this calibre to our facil- 
ity, and to support our artists with 
a community venue and performer 
accommodation that allows the 
making of such art to thrive. 
Special thanks to: St. John’s In- 
stitute’s facility, kitchen, adminis- 
trative and promotions staff; setup/ 
strike assistants; donation table 
volunteer, Emma Brytan; Listen 
Louder Productions; 101.7 World 
FM and Roman Brytan; Carla 
Comber and CINE Audio Visual; 
Jimmy Bustos of Delsur Films; 
Garneau Safeway; and, the Gov- 
ernment of Alberta — Lotteries, 
for operating funding allowing St. 
John’s Institute to make art and cul- 
ture accessible to all Albertans. 
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Фестиваль танцю 


Welcome the 2014 summer season with the 
thrilling spectacle of Ukrainian dance. 


MONDAY 
MAY 19 


10 AM - 5 РМ 


GATES OPEN AT 9 AM 


—— Caltural 


yepaiuenccl культура 


9:00 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast, hosted by the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society 
10:00 a.m, - Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox Church 
12:00 p.m. - Making the Grade: School Life at the end of the 1920s 

Exhibit Opening 
12:00 p.m. - Concert й 


Activities include: Church services, exhibits, village market, musical 
entertainment, historic activities, children’s activities, wagon rides, Ukrainian 
food and more! Bring a lawn chair. Enjoy images of the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village taken over a 25-year period by the Images Camera Club. 


Admission charged, For free admission, show your current Experience Alberta's 
History Pass or Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society membership card 


780.662.3640 | 25 тігиієз east of Edmonton on Hwy. 16 
ukrainianvillage.ca 
Historic Sites and Museums, Alberta Сийиге 
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Україну очікує нова 


хвиля еміграції 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Нинішня політична, економічна, 
соціальна ситуація в Україні сприятиме 
новій хвилі еміграції, зокрема із західних 
областей, прогнозують фахівці. Для при- 
кладу, ринок праці у Львові дуже обмеже- 
ний, переважно потрібні фахівці для IT i 
туристичної галузей, тобто сфери обслу- 
говування. 

Нинішній рік для львівського туриз- 
му буде критичним. Адже левову частку 
туристів в останні роки становили по- 
ляки і росіяни. Польські сусіди, через 
нестабільну ситуацію в Україні, утриму- 
ються від поїздок у місто Лева, а росіяни 
взагалі не приїжджають через страх i 
російську пропаганду проти України. 

Нині компанії, зокрема  готельно- 
ресторанного бізнесу, не розширюють 
своєї діяльності, говорить Олег Засад- 
ний, керівник громадської організації 
«Львівський туристичний альянс». 

«Компанії проводять ревізію персо- 
налу, хто ефективніший, вчать своїх 
працівників. Люди готові вчити свій пер- 
сонал, раніше цього боялись, бо мовляв, 
перейдуть в іншу фірму. Але сьогодні 
вони змушені це робити, бо мусять 
піднімати рівень обслуговування. Адже 
торік зростання у туризмі було на 30%, 
цього року прогнози песимістичні», — 
каже Олег Засадний. 

Ситуація на ринку праці у Львові та 
області не стабільна, вакансій небага- 
то. Середній рівень зарплати у місті 
2000-2500 гривень, натомість BHMO- 
ги роботодавців до працівників високі. 
Але навіть у такий кризовий час є по- 
треба у досвідчених робітниках, менед- 


жерах середньої ланки, бухгалтерах. А 
ось юристам 1 лікарям знайти роботу 
дуже важко, наголосив керівник ради 
конкурентоспроможності Тарас Юринц. 

«Існує попит на робітничі професії, це 
компанії в області та у Львові, фрезеруваль- 
ники, токарі. Тобто є досвідчені робітники, 
але передпенсійного віку, 1 молоді, які не ма- 
ють досвіду, це проблема у такій прогалині. 
Компанії готові | платити робітникам 
досвідченим, утримати їх на роботі, але 
конкурує за них 1 Польща. Зростає по- 
треба у кваліфікованих технологічних 
спеціальностях, особливо на тих, хто знає 
іноземну мову», - розповів експерт. 

Найскладніше з працевлаштуванням 
на Львівщині, як загалом в Україні, моло- 
дим спеціалістам. Міжнародний інститут 
освіти, культури та зв'язків з діаспорою 
університету 0 ш «Львівська політехніка» 
проводить соціологічне дослідження 
настроїв серед студентів i вже зрозуміло, 
що молодь налаштована виїжджати, щоб 
за кордоном реалізувати свої кар'єрні і 
особисті плани. 

«Першою причиною є недостатність 
грошей, неналежне фінансування, низь- 
кий рівень зарплати. Людина, яка хоче 
серйозно займатися своїм кар'єрним ро- 
стом, тут, в Україні, не бачить свого місця. 
Цей потенціал, який був у середині 90- 
х, вичерпаний», - наголосила директор 
інституту Грина Ключковська. 

Також Ключковська прогнозує нову 
хвилю еміграції українців, а came 
високваліфікованих кадрів. Тобто, 
спостерігатиметься масовий відтік мізків 
з України, обдарованих молодих людей, 
від чого Україна лише втратить. 


Шахтарі України знають, що 
Росії вони «на фіг не потрібні» 


Ірина Штогрін, Радіо Свобода 

Шахтарі не виходять на проросійські 
мітинги, як би цього не хотілося Путіну чи 
Януковичу. Навіть відстоюючи свої пра- 
ва, як це було нещодавно у Краснодоні, 
вони дбають, щоб не було «політичних 
гасел і прапорів». Шахтарі знають, що 
вугілля потрібне Україні, тому й щоро- 
ку виділяються дотації з Києва, й зовсім 
непотрібне «газовій економіці» Росії. 

План Путіна, щодо «м'якої анексії» 
сходу та півдня України за «кримським 
сценарієм», зазнав невдачі найперше 
тому, що шахтарі не підтримали ні так 
звані «сепаратистські», ні «федеративні» 
провокації. 

Шахтарі Донбасу, краще ніж будь-хто в 
Україні знають, хто й як розбагатів на їхній 
важкій праці, хто контролює копанки та 
утримує на гроші від тіньового продажу 
вугілля банди, які тепер з автоматами та 
триколорами бігають вулицями міст сходу. 

Шахтарі України - від Донбасу до 
Галичини - знають, що їхнє вугілля 
потрібне економіці України й тому уся 
країна «через дотації з державного бюд- 
OKeTY утримує галузь, не залишаючи 
гірників без роботи», каже Михайло Во- 
линець, голова незалежної профспілки 
гірників, голова Конфедерації профспілок 
України . Самі ж шахтарі - зі сходу і за- 


ходу України - розуміють одне одного, бо 


- знають, яке цінне життя й мирне небо над 


головою. 

А от Росії українське вугілля не 
потрібне. «Більше половини своїх потреб 
в енергоносіях Росія забезпечує природ- 
ним газом, а на вугілля припадає всього 
16%. Питома вага вугілля у споживанні 
органічного палива в Росії за останні 50 
років скоротився майже у чотири рази. 
Частка вугілля в структурі паливоспожи- 
вання на теплових електростанціях теж 
постійно меншає, а використання газу 
уже сягнуло 7290», - зазначає професор 
Георгій Краснянський, голова Російського 
національного організаційного комітету 
Всесвітнього гірничого конгресу. 

Тож шахтарі України - «за» майбутнє 
їхньої справи, а відтак «за» єдину Україну, 
хоч і з найбільшою автономією регіонів. 

Росії українські шахтарі «на фіг не 
потрібні», вважає шахтар з понад дво- 
ма десятками років підземного стажу, 
більшість з яких на кілометровій глибині 
шахти імені Засядька, Іван Жемчужніков. 

Без соціальної підтримки кремлівський 
наступ на схід так і залишився тим, 
чим був з самого початку - диверсією 
російських спецслужб із залученням до 
тероризму кримінальних угрупувань та 
маргінальних елементів. 


НаОдещині формується батальйон оборони 


(Радіо Свобода) -Відбір кандидатів 
на проходження військової служби у 


батальйоні | територіальної | оборони 
розпочався на Одещині, повідомляє 
Міноборони. 

За словами заступника військового 


комісара Одещини, начальника відділу 
територіальної оборони Валерія Іващенка, 
підрозділ комплектуватиметься виключно 
добровольцями, командний склад бата- 
льйону сформують офіцери запасу. 


«Вимоги до кандидатів, які ба- 
жають проходити службу у цьому 
військовому формуванні такі ж, як і до 
військовослужбовців Збройних сил — 
відповідний вік, стан здоров'я, морально- 
психологічні якості тощо», - йдеться у 
повідомленні Міноборони. 

Тим часом триває набір до друго- 
го резервного батальйону Нацгвардії. 
За повідомленням MBC, заплановано 
набрати 350 резервістів. 


Ukrainian Меуув/Українські 


вісті, Мау 8 - 21, 8 - 21 травня, 2014 


Напад на демонстрантів у Донецьку, 28 квітня 


США обурені звірячим 
нападом на мирних 
демонстрантів у Донецьку 


(Голос Америки) - Посольство Сполу- 
чених Штатів Америки в Києві оприлюд- 
нило заяву з приводу спалаху насильства 
у Східній Україні. 

США висловили обурення: звірячим 
нападом, що стався увечері 28 квітня, на 
мирних демонстрантів за єдність країни у 
Донецьку, серед яких були жінки i діти. 

«Це безглузде насильство нагадує про 
необхідність боротьби за людську гідність, 
яка є підвалиною політичної дискусії у 
сьогоднішній Україні», - йдеться у заяві, 
оприлюдненій посольством США. 

Сполучені Штати також засудили взяття 
сепаратистами у заручники як українців, 
так 1 міжнародних спостерігачів, декого 3 
яких брутально побили. 


«У сучасному демократичному 
суспільстві не повинно бути місця та" 


кому нелюдському 0 поводженню», - 
зазначається в заяві. 

Назвавши це не що інше, як тероризм, 
США висловили підтримку зусиллям уряду 
України протистояти цій загрозі та захисти- 
ти життя і безпеку своїх громадян. 

Крім того, у заяві відзначено, що 
США закликають усіх, хто має вплив 
на ці озброєні угрупування, включаючи 
Російську Федерацію, вжити заходів для 
негайного припинення усіх насильниць- 
ких дій і звільнення усіх заручників. 

«Це підтверджує, наскільки важливі 
вибори 25 травня для майбутнього країни. 
У цій справі український народ матиме 
повну підтримку Сполучених Штатів», 
— йдеться у заяві, оприлюдненій посоль- 


ством США з приводу спалаху насиль- 


ства в Східній Україні. 


На Донеччині сепаратисти 
захопили 6 осіб 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Новогродівці, що на 
Донеччині, сепаратисти захопили 6 осіб, 
зокрема й шахтарів. Про це повідомляє Не- 
залежна профспілка гірників України. 

«Як розповіли голові Незалежної 
профспілки гірників України Михай- 
лу Волинцю, 4 травня сепаратисти в 
камуфляжі та масках увірвалися до них в 
оселі. Серед захоплених - відомий на всю 
Україну своєю позицією гірник з шахти 
«Росія», член НІШУ Олександр Вовк, 
підприємець Костянтин Мусейко, Irop 
Братусь, дружина якого є членом Партії 
регіонів і підтримує єдність країни, член 
цієї ж партії Валерій Павлик, шахтар Гу- 
ров та громадянин Бубич», - повідомили 
у профспілці. 

За даними з сайту профспілки, у Ко- 
стянтина Мусейка стріляли. Доля всіх за- 
хоплених невідома. 

«Є інформація, що сьогодні у місті Ан- 
трацит Луганської області на території 


районної держадміністрації за другу добу 
вже сформована друга сотня з людей, яких 
озброїли автоматами та іншою вогнепаль- 
ною зброєю. Це відбувається за підтримки 
голови райдерждміністрації Олександра 
Тимошенка, який, нагадаємо, 30 квітня у 
виступі на місцевому телебаченні заявив, 
що передав райдержадміністрацію під 
охорону козакам з Росії», - розповіли у 
профспілці. 

Незалежна профспілка гірників 

України вимагає терміново вжити заходів 
для звільнення незаконно затриманих 
громадян. 
«Також НПГУ вимагає від уряду, викону- 
вача обов'язків президента України, си- 
лових структур вжити необхідних заходів 
для наведення ладу в державі та для за- 
безпечення стабільності, миру в Україні», 
- наголосили у профспілці. 

Правоохоронні органи цю заяву поки 
не коментували. 


МЗС України занепокоєне 
неонацистськими виступами в Росії 


(Радіо Свовода) -Міністерство закор- 
донних справ України висловило сьогодні 
глибоку стурбованість численними 
зібраннями російських неонацистів | трав- 
ня. Як мовиться в заяві МЗС, вони «при 
повному потуранні з боку влади вільно 
та безперешкодно марширували вулиця- 
ми російських міст, вигукували огидні 
всьому цивілізованому світові расистські, 
шовіністичні та ксенофобські гасла». 

«Глорифікація Гітлера одночасно з 
прославлянням Сталіна, тоталітарні 
ідеології, гасла реваншизму, ксенофобії, 


нетерпимості, антисемітизму та велико- 
державного шовінізму - ці небезпечні 
явища, які розвиваються в Росії на тлі 
переслідування та придушення всіляких 
демократичних проявів у російському 
суспільстві, | є | викликом | усьому 
цивілізованому людству», — наголосили в 
Києві. 

Україна категорично засуджує розгул 
неофашистських рухів у Росії та вимагає 
негайного припинення  шовіністичної 
істерії в російському інформаційному 
просторі, мовиться в заяві. 
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Inspiring concert uplifts St. Josaphat’s audience 


By Marco Levytsky 

The King’s University College Chamber Choir and the 
Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir put on a majestic per- 
formance of sacred music at St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Cathedral in Edmonton, April 29. 

The concert was a kickoff to their Poland, Slovakia and 
Hungary International Tour and commemorated the 25" An- 
niversary of the Legalization of the Ukrainian Greek Cath- 
olic Church in Ukraine. 

The UGCC had been forcibly annexed to the Russian 
Orthodox Church by the Stalinist regime during the pseudo- 
Synod of 1946 but continued to function underground 
throughout the years of Soviet oppression, until it once again 
became legal under the liberalization period of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev in 1989. 

The original destination of this tour had been Poland and 


Ukraine, but due to the political unrest in Ukraine caused by 
the Russian invasion of Crimea, the King’s College felt the 
need to change the destination of the tour in order to allevi- 
ate concern among singers and their families. 

Thus it was changed to include a longer stay in Poland and 
add venues in Slovakia and Hungary. 

“Tt was a very difficult and saddening decision to alter our 
original tour plans,” explained Dr. Melanie Turgeon, con- 
ductor of both choirs. 

“However, we are grateful to still spend this time with both 
Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians; it is our sincere hope to uplift 
them with our music, as well as join them in prayer. At this 
time of extreme uncertainty, we pray earnestly for the citizens 
of Ukraine and for the future of their country,” she added. 

The performance at St. Josaphat’s was indeed uplifting as 
the choirs, performing both as separate units and combined 


as one, covered a number of sacred pieces in various lan- 
guages including Modern Ukrainian, Church Slavonic, Eng- 
lish, Latin, Estonian and even one in Hebrew, composed by 
one of Kappella Kyrie’s own members — David Dykstra. 

Performed with perfect pitch the music had an inspira- 
tional and mystical effect on the audience which was full of 
praise for the performance. 

The King’s College University Chamber is one of three 
performing choral ensembles at the College and was estab- 
lished in its founding year of 1979. Since 2002 the King’s 
University College Choral Program has grown substantially 
under the leadership of Dr. Turgeon and now includes a total 
of approximately 100 choristers. 

The Kappella Kyrie was founded in 2010 from a desire to 
chare the rich heritage of Slavic sacred music with a broader 
public. 


Maidan restored human dignity, patriarch says 


Cont. from P. 8 


doctorates, 11 licentiates, 26 Mas- 
ters of Arts in theology, 48 ecclesi- 
astical baccalaureates, 63 civil bac- 
calaureates, 55 certificates in East- 
ern Christian Studies. The numbers 
have probably risen in the last year. 

“These various degrees have 
been earned by men and women, 
clergy, religious and lay. Five 
bishops have passed through the 
Sheptytsky Institute, three of 
them Ukrainian Greco-Catholic, 
but also Melkite and Romanian 
Greco-Catholic. Many have Бе- 
come priests, and many others 
are lay leaders. They serve in the 
Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church, 
of course, but also in a number of 
other Eastern Catholic, Eastern 


Orthodox, and Pre-Chalcedonian 
(Oriental Orthodox) ~ Churches. 
Western Christians: Roman Cath- 
olics, Anglicans, Protestants have 
studied Eastern Christianity at the 
Sheptytsky Institute. When you 
see a Muslim student studying the 
Theology and Spirituality of Icons, 
you realize that the Sheptytsky 
Institute is not your grandfather’s 
type of theological school. It is 
a centre of excellence in Eastern 
Christian Studies that is dedicated 
to the proposition that Eastern 
Christianity is not only the trad- 
ition of our grandparents, but the 
tradition of our grandchildren and 
their grandchildren as well,” Patri- 
arch Sviatoslav said 

He told the audience that people 
in Ukraine “are deeply grateful to 
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Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister for 
Multiculturalism Jason Kenney presents a medal to Very Rev. Dr. Peter 


Galadza, Acting Director of the Sheptytsky Institute. 
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Banquet attendees sing for his Beatitude Patriarch Sviatoslay. 


the Ukrainian diaspora in the West 
for all the support you have shown 
for decades, but especially in the 
last few months.” 

“We are even more grateful for 
the fact that you have become such 
a vital element of the leadership 
of various democracies like Can- 
ada and the United States, because 
you have helped these countries 
become the allies of the people of 
Ukzaine in their struggle for free- 
dom and human dignity. That is the 
proper role of our diaspora: not to 
live for Ukraine, but to live: to be a 
strong and lively link between the 
country that is your home and the 
country of your ancestry, whether 
that ancestry is ethnic or spiritual, 
because, as I have emphasized, 
there are many non-Ukrainians 
who are members of the Church of 
Kyiv and that spiritual ancestry is 
even more important than ethnic 
ancestry. For us, the ancestry of 


Baptism is deeper than the ancestry 
of blood,” he said. 

This was the first public appear- 
ance by Patriarch Sviatoslav during 
his visit to the Eparchy of Toronto, 
which includes Ontario, Quebec 
and the Maritimes. 

His Beatitude arrived in Toronto, 
where he was graciously greeted 
by the Barvinok Dancers with trad- 
itional bread and salt after flying in 
from Rome May 1, 

A group of youth and children 
welcomed him warmly to Canada 
and to the Eparchy and presented 
him with a beautiful arrangement 
of flowers. 

Toronto Eparch Bishop Stephen, 
the last to offer his welcome to the 
Patriarch on behalf of all the faith- 
ful, extended his wish to him for 
God’s blessings of .good health, 
strength, and God’s guidance in 
these times of trial in Ukraine. 

Bishop Stephen assured His Be- 


atitude of our prayers for his well- 
being and for our brothers and sis- 
ters in Ukraine, for the Church in 
Ukraine and for the country. 

His Beatitude Patriarch Sviato- 
slav expressed sincere appreciation 
for such a warm welcome. He said 
that as he was going to the airport 
in Rome, he prayed to God to give 
him direction as to whether he 
should go back to Kyiv because of 
all the turmoil there or to continue 
to Canada as planned. He said that 
God directed him to us and so he 
is very happy to be here and to be 
able to meet with the faithful of this 
Eparchy. 

May 3 Patriarch Sviatoslav 
conducted a Divine Liturgy at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Par- 
ish in Toronto. This was followed 
by a Memorial Service for those 
who died during the political up- 
heavals in Ukraine. 

His visit will conclude May 12. 
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На Джемілєва намагаються 
тиснути через його сина? 


Наджіє Фемі, Радіо Свобода 

Справу сина лідера кримських татар, 
народного депутата України від фракції 
«Батьківщина» Мустафи Джемілєва - 
Хайсера повернули до прокуратури Кри- 
му. Сам Джемілєв та експерти переконані у 
замовному характері останніх дій слідчих 
органів. На їхню думку, це відбувається з 
єдиною метою: використати трагедію ро- 
дини, як інструмент політичного тиску. 

У травні 2013 року син відомого політика 
- Хайсер Джемілєв - був затриманий у 
Бахчисараї за підозрою в убивстві. Начеб- 
то Хайсер Джемілєв через необережне по- 
водження з рушницею у своєму будинку 
випадково вистрелив із неї. Куля влучила в 
чоловіка, який працював у саду. Загиблим 
виявився далекий родич заступника голо- 
ви Меджлісу Ахтема Чийгоза — Февзі Еде- 
мов, який працював охоронцем у будинку 
Джемілєвих. У нього залишилися дружина 
i дитина. Сам Хайсер Джемілєв товаришу- 
вав із загиблим. 

За даним - фактом було  поруше- 
не кримінальне провадження, яке по- 
передньо кваліфікували за 4.1 ст.115 
Кримінального кодексу України: умисне 
вбивство. 

Народний депутат каже, що така 
кваліфікація є невиправдано жорсткою, адже 
передбачає до 15 років позбавлення волі. 

«Янукович одразу після торішнього 
Курултаю, у листопаді, надіслав до мене 
свого емісара, який сказав, що, напевне, 
його (Хайсера - ред.) звільнять, але для 
цього потрібно буде зробити дещо. Я 
їх тоді «послав». Моя родина - це одне, 
політика - інша справа. Ніколи цих торгів 
не буде», - розповів Мустафа Джемілєв в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

Саме тоді, за словами Джемілєва, 
справу, яка спочатку визначалася як 
«необережне поводження зі зброєю» 
перекваліфікували на «умисне вбивство», 
розраховуючи на те, що батько, аби вряту- 
вати сина, піде на потрібні тодішній владі 
поступки. Зараз, за словами Джемілєва, 
йому натякають, що його сина можуть 
відправити до сумнозвісного Магадана. 

Родину Джемілєвих дуже непокоїть 
те, що ЖХайсер, який перебував на 
психіатричному обліку i | проходив 
стаціонарне лікування задовго до цих 
подій, зараз не отримує своїх звичайних 
медикаментів. Родина називає це «садиз- 
мом» і вбачає у цьому лише політичне 
підгрунтя. Із Сімферополя його перевели 


у Бахчисарайський ізолятор тимчасового 
затримання нібито для проведення додат- 
кових «слідчих дій». 

Ізтим, що Хайсерові Джемілєву потрібний 
огляд психіатра, погоджується i Horo ад- 
вокат Олександр Лісовий. «Я не лікар, 
але мені здається, що моєму підопічному 
потрібне кваліфіковане психіатричне обсте- 
ження», - зазначив адвокат. 

Наразі юрист готує скаргу на постано- 
ву російських правоохоронців щодо по- 
рушення кримінальної справи стосовно 
Хайсера Джемілєва 21 квітня. 

«Скарга готується у зв'язку з тим, він 
(Хайсер Джемілєв - ред.) звернувся із 
заявою щодо збереження українського 
громадянства. Дії, у яких його звинувачу- 
ють, були скоєні у 2013 році на території 
України. Мій підопічний постійно 
проживає та зареєстрований у місті Києві, 
а не на території Республіки Крим, тому, 
на мою думку, кримінальне законодав- 
ство Російської Федерації, у відповідності 
до 13-i статті Кримінального кодексу 
Російської Федерації, не може поширю- 
ватися на цю людину. Хайсер Джемілєв 
підлягає кримінальній відповідальності в 
рамках українського законодавства», — 3a- 
значив Олександр Лісовий. 

У випадку, якщо все ж таки судо- 
ве рішення стосовно громадянина 
України буде ухвалене за російськими 
законами, він планує оскаржити його у 
Європейському суді з прав людини як по- 
рушення права на справедливий суд. 

Експерт Українського незалежного 
центру політичних досліджень Юлія Ти- 
щенко каже, що переведення Хайсера 
Джемілєва у Бахчисарай, активація його 
справи саме зараз, після неодноразових 
та критичних висловлювань Мустафи 
Джемілєва щодо подій в анексованому 
Криму i дій російської влади взагалі, не 
випадкові. 

«Це свідчить про розгортання сценарію 
з метою тиску або намагання взяти під 
контроль Мустафу Джемілєва, - аналізує 
експерт. - Але, я не думаю, що така спро- 
ба буде вдалою. Оскільки такий пре- 
цедент з боку минулої влади мав місце 
торік. Зокрема, представники Партії 
регіонів намагалися також впливати на 
перебіг розслідування цієї справи. Тоді 
він відмовився від їхньої пропозиції, хоча 
справа фактично розслідувалася за «мак- 
симальною» статтею і мова йшла про 15 
років позбавлення волі». 


Чубаров: місцева влада почала репресії, 
щоб залякати кримських татар 


Мустафа Чауш, Радіо Свобода 

«Прокуратура» Криму поруши- 
ла кримінальне справу проти голови 
Меджлісу кримськотатарського народу 
Рефата Чубарова, звинувативши його в 
«екстремізмі» та погрожує «ліквідувати» 
представничий орган кримських татар. 
3 травня в судах оголосили перші виро- 
ки (грошові штрафи) кримським тата- 
рам - учасникам мирної акції протесту 
проти заборони в'їзду до Криму їхньому 
лідерові Мустафі Джемілєву. 

Голова | Меджлісу Pedar Чубаров 
вважає, що так звана «влада Криму» 
спровокувала кримських татар на масові 
дії, відмовивщи Мустафі Джемілєву у 
праві вільного пересування. Про це він 
повідомив заявив на прес-конференції у 
Сімферополі, 5 травня. 

«Усі ці події, що відбулися в Армянсь- 
ку, коли тисячі кримських татар поїхали 
назустріч Мустафі Джемілєву, i ці події, 
які там потім сталися, відбулися виключ- 
но через те, що влада вжила заходів, які 
спровокували людей. Не варто забувати, 
що мова йде про Мустафу-ага, людину, 
яка всесвітньо відома. | тим, хто ухвалю- 
вав це рішення - це також було відомо», 
- зазначив Чубаров. 

Голова Меджілсу каже, що кримінальне 
переслідування може завершитися для ча- 
стини учасників подій 3 травня суворими 


покараннями. «Це форма тиску та шан- 
тажу на Меджліс, мовляв, заспокойтеся, 
нічого не буде хорошого ані для вас, ані 
для кримських татар, або, як казав інший 
великий діяч ХХ-го століття, - «переги- 
би» на місцях», - додав він. 

За словами Рефата Чубарова, діалог із 
кримськими татарами необхідно вести не 
представникам кримської влади, які «ще 
рік тому протидіяли відновленню прав 
кримських татар», а тим, «хто сьогодні 
ухвалює рішення у Москві». 

«Провівши засідання Курултаю 29 бе- 
резня, ми усі сигнали подали, але на них 
немає відповіді, - сказав голова Меджлісу. 

Чубаров вважає, що нині проблема не 
у представничому органі кримських та- 
тар. «Мало декларувати, що кримські 
татари будуть реально відновлені у пра- 
вах. Як? Яким чином вони братимуть 
участь у реальному житті, щоб реально 
бути спокійними за своє сьогодення та 
майбутнє?» - запитує Рефат Чубаров. 

Коментуючи заяву «прокурора» Кри- 
му Наталії Поклонської, в якій вона 
пообіцяла «ліквідувати» Меджліс кримсь- 
котатарського народу, Чубаров сказав: «Я 
ще не бачив документа, але ця фраза - я 
гарантую ліквідацію Меджлісу - мене, як 
історика, переносить до іншого часу та 
інших людей, більш сумнозвісних аніж 
пані прокурор. Побачимо». 
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Кримські татари на пункті пропуску «Турецький вал», 3 травня 2014 року 


Кримські татари 
зупинилися за крок 
до кровопролиття 


Мустафа Чауш, Радіо Свобода 

3 травня з самого ранку з усіх регіонів 
Криму почали рух автоколони з кримсь- 
котатарськими прапорами. Це сталося 
поза планом масштабного святкування 
національного свята - Хидирлеза. Саме 
свято так і не відбулося. Понад 5 тисяч 
кримських татар поїхали до Армянсь- 
ка - зустрічати на кордоні свого лідера 
Мустафу Джемілєва, якому напередодні 
заборонили в'їзд до Криму. Але потрапи- 
ти до рідної оселі народному депутатові 
так і не вдалося. Проте вдалося уникнути 
жертв. 

Коментуючи для журналістів рішення 


російської влади щодо заборони в'їзду 


на півострів лідерові кримських татар, 
відомому у світі дисиденту та народно- 
му депутату України Мустафі Джемілєву, 
голова Меджлісу Рефат Чубаров назвав 
його «шокуючим для всіх кримських та- 
тар». 

«Виявляється, будь-якого кримського 
татарина сьогодні можна не пустити на 
Батьківщину. Кримських татар, які 50 
років виборювали право жити на своїй 
Батьківщині», - зазначив Чубаров. 

Рішенням Меджлісу було скасовано 
масштабне проведення національного 
свята землеробства та родючості - Хидир- 
леза, яке мало стати одним із прикладів 
«успішного» діалогу нової кримської 
влади та кримських татар. Для участі у 
святі були запрошені поважні представ- 
ники Республіки Татарстан та Російської 
Федерації, на урочистому концерті мали 
виступати творчі колективи Татарстану. 

Замість цього було ухвалено рішення 
колективно поїхати назустріч Мустафі 
Джемілєву, який після невдалої спроби 
потрапити до Криму літаком, повернув- 
ся до Києва та поїхав автомобілем. Треба 
додати, що жодної офіційної постанови 
щодо причин заборони в'їзду народному 
депутатові так і не вдалося побачити. 

Вдень на пункті пропуску «Турецький 
вал» в Армянську на нього вже чекали по- 
над тисячу автівок та майже п'ять тисяч 
кримських татар, чоловіків та жінок. З со- 
бою вони привезли кримськотатарські та 
українські прапори. Присутні скандували 
«Мустафа!», «Міллет!» (народ), «Ватан!» 
(Батьківщина). 

Автоколону блокували бійці 
російського  ОМОНу. Представники 
Меджлісу разом з активістами стали ру- 
хатися до контрольно-пропускного пун- 
кту пішки та прорвали живий кордон 
спецназу. Бійці зробили кілька пострілів 
у повітря, на щастя, ніхто не постраждав. 

Зустрівши  Мустафу ШДжемілєва на 
«нейтральній території» між  кордо- 
нами, кримськотатарські | активісти 
опинилися заблокованими i не мали 
можливості повернутися до Криму. Поча- 
лися кількагодинні переговори з кримсь- 


кою владою, а також представниками 
Російської Державної думи, але безре- 
зультатно. 

Самопроголошений прем'єр Криму 
Сергій Аксьонов заявив, що Джемілєв 
приїхав на півострів на «замовлення 
західних спецслужб для дестабілізації 
ситуації», повідомила прес-служба Ради 
міністрів Криму. Одночасно з цим до Ар- 
мянська почали стягувати спецпідрозділі 
ОМОНУ, російських військових, «поліції» 
та «кримської самооборони». 

Кримські татари оголосили про по- 
чаток акції з блокування автотрас по 
усьому Криму. За свідченням очевидців, 


"були блоковані- траси під. Сімферонеяемк- 


біля Бахчисарая, у Старому Криму, під 
Євпаторією та у селищі Октябрське. Зда- 
валося, що це початок тривалого проти- 
стояння. 

Потрапити додому лідерові кримсько- 
татарського народу цього дня так i не вда- 
лося. 

Як передав з місця подій кореспондент 
сайту Крим. Реалії, трасу Армянськ- 
Херсон блокували чотирма смугами з 
автомобілів УРАЛ, БТР, а також бійцями 
ОМОН та інших силових спецпідрозділів 
Росії. Всього у блокуванні кордону брали 
участь, за різними оцінками, до тисячі 
бійців різних силових підрозділів Росії. У 
тому числі бронетехніка. Ще одну лінію 
«оборони» спорудили на в'їзді в Армянськ 
озброєні битами і палицями активісти 
місцевих проросійських організацій. 

Керівники Меджлісу ухвалили рішення 
про повернення Джемілєва до Києва, аби 
уникнути зіткнень та кровопролиття. 

У той же час глава Меджлісу кримсько- 
татарського народу Рефат Чубаров заявив 
журналістам, що до Дня депортації 18 
травня питання з допуском Джемілєва до 
Криму буде вирішено, як 1 з «допуском 
будь-якого кримського татарина на свою 
Батьківщину». 

«18 травня в Криму очікується багато 
іноземних гостей і Мустафа Джемілєв 
має бути на всіх цих заходах», - зазначив 
Чубаров. 

Для того, щоб кримські татари, які 
зустрічали Джемілєва, змогли покинути 
контрольно-пропускний пункт, російські 
військові відкрили коридор. Після того, як 
кримські татари залишили КПІ, поїхав і 
сам Джемілев. 

МЗС України висловив своє обурення 
«репресивними та чимдалі абсурднішими 
діями маріонеткової кримської влади та 
їх ляльководів у Москві проти кримсь- 
котатарського народу». Як йдеться в 
офіційній заяві міністерства, ці дії є 
«грубим порушенням всіх міжнародних i 
двосторонніх українсько-російських угод, 
черговим проявом ксенофобії, шовінізму 
та національної нетерпимості, властивих 
нинішньому російському режиму». 
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A portion of the Shevchenko 200 planning committee (left-right) Nadia Prokopchuk, Cec Kachkowski, Larry 
Klopoushak, Mykola Karnaukh, Janet Prebushewsky-Danyliuk, Al Kachkowski, Bohdan Zerebecky 


Saskatoon’s Ukrainian community 
honours Taras Shevchenko 


By Al Kachkowski 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Saskatoon 
Branch (UCC-SB) is planning a year-long series of 
- events and activities to honour Taras Shevchenko 
(1814-1861), Ukraine’s most famous bard, artist and 
humanitarian. 

A highlight of the Saskatoon commemorative events 
was the 200th Anniversary Concert held at the Lake- 
view Church at Highway 16 and Boychuk Drive on 
March 8. 

The Ukrainian Museum of Canada has produced an 


- exhibit entitled: Taras Shevchenko: The Muse and the 
Voice.. The, exhibit features, а пісі variety of ““Shev-.. 
™ chenkiana” from its own collection. The exhibit was 


shown from January 14 until March 18. 

Many of the items in the Museum exhibit were se- 
lected for the coloured monthly images of the 2014 
Ukrainian Canadian Credit Union Calendar which has 
been distributed nationally. ; 

“A Bicentennial Exhibition: Taras Shevchenko, 
_ Ukrainian poet, writer, artist” is the title of an exhibit 

of Shevchenko themed objects, borrowed from private 
collections, shown February 5 until March 9, 2014 at 
the Lavender Gallery, Circle Centre Mall. This exhibit 
was presented by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Saskatoon Branch and the Holosy Choir. 

The Musée Ukraina Museum Gala was held April 
6 and featured Taras Shevchenko-themed items in its 
program. 

A Taras Shevchenko web page is now accessible 
_ from the UCC - SB website, located at http://www. 
ucc-saskatoon.org/. 

Saskatoon City Council named Sunday, March 9, 


2014, the exact 200 year anniversary of Shevchenko’s 
birth, as Taras Shevchenko Day in Saskatoon. This 
proclamation was announced in an advertisement in 
the Saskatoon StarPhoenix on February 18. Also the 
City has reacted positively to UCC-SB’s petition to 
have a street named after Taras Shevchenko by se- 
lecting a street in a new development in the city’s 
north-west to carry this name. 

A Shevchenko week was held at Bishop Filevich 
Ukrainian Bilingual School, March 10 — 14, which 
featured daily Shevchenko-themed activities for the 
students including films and visiting speakers. An- 


‘drij Ротпіаїкеуус, bandurist of Edmonton visited the 


school and did workshops with the students. 

Other projects are underway, to be completed later 
in 2014. ne 

The Holosy Choir will be producing a CD of Shey- 
chenko poetry set to music and are inviting new 
people to participate in this special project. More in- 
formation may be found on the Holosy website: www. 
holosy.weebly.com. 

Shevchenko themed displays will be featured at 
Ukrainian festivals in Saskatoon, specifically Vesna 
and Ukrainian Day in the Park. 

Shevchenko’s poetry set to music and recitations 
will take place at membership meetings of some of 
the organizations belonging to UCC-SB. 

Shevchenko for Kids, is a package of materials 
that has been compiled for use at children’s summer 
camps. The activities related to this package will be 
workshops, art activity and examples of poetry ap- 
pealing for social justice, explained at the children’s 
level. 


Rights at risk in Slovyansk, Amnesty says 


(UkrNews)—There are increasing fears for the safety 
of the local population in Slovyansk as the Ukrainian 
forces are trying to re-assert control over the eastern 
Ukrainian town, Amnesty International said May 2. 

“As the operation intensifies there is an ever present 
risk of bystanders being caught in the cross fire. We 
are calling on all sides to refrain from committing 
human rights abuses,” said Heather McGill, Amnesty 
International researcher on Ukraine in a press release 
issued by the human rights organization. 

“The Ukrainian armed forces and armed groups alike 
must do everything within their power to safeguard the 
right to life during this tumultuous period.” 

On April 30 the acting president of Ukraine stated 
that the situation in Donetsk and in parts of Donetsk 
region, including Slovyansk, was extremely dangerous 
because the Ukrainian authorities were no longer able 
to exert any control. 

“As the struggle for control of Ukraine continues, it 
is the general population that stand to suffer. Above all 
their rights must be protected,” added McGill. “Right 
now they are at risk from both sides. They are at risk 
during security operations by the Ukrainian interior 
and armed forces and they are risk of abuse at the 
hands of armed groups.” 


At least three Ukrainian journalists and a local 
resident are still being held in captivity. Artem 
Deynega, a Slovyansk resident, was abducted on 
April 13 by unidentified people after he was seen 
filming from a balcony across the street from the 
Ukrainian Security Services Headquarters. Serhiy 
Lefter a journalist working with the Open Dialogue 
Foundation disappeared on April 15. Serhiy Shapoval 
from Volyn Post was last in contact with his family 
on 26 April. Irma Krat, a reporter and EuroMaidan 
protest activist, was abducted on 20 April. 

On April 29, Mikhail Копоуаїоу, an educational 
psychologist and Amnesty International activist in 
Slovyansk was stopped by four masked armed men at 
a checkpoint and interrogated because he was carrying 
an Amnesty International calendar. They forced him 
to his knees at gunpoint and tied his hands with nylon 
cord. He was forcibly held at the checkpoint for about 
half an hour before the order to release him was given. 

“I was scared. I didn’t think they would kill me, but 
I thought they wouldn’t hesitate to injure me,” he said. 

“The targeting of journalists and human rights 
defenders is despicable and must end. They are the 
ones that investigate and make known human rights 
abuses. Their work must be protected,” said McGill. 
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Klitschko shows 
commanding lead in 
Kyiv mayoral race 


By Yana Polyanska 

(RFE/RL)—With a few weeks left until key elections in Ukraine, for- 
mer heavyweight champion and opposition figure Vitali Klitschko ap- 
pears to enjoy a commanding lead in the Kyiv mayoral race. 

Fresh poll data from the nongovernmental Razumkovy public policy 
center suggest that just over half of all Kyiv residents planning to par- 
ticipate in the May 25 elections intend to vote for Klitschko, who heads 
the UDAR party. 

Volodymyr Bondarenko, a Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) lawmaker 
who has served as the capital’s caretaker mayor since March 7, is a dis- 
tant second, with just over 10 percent, according to the April 26 poll. 

The remaining candidates — Mykola Katerynchuk (Batkivshchyna), 
Andriy ШепКо (Svoboda), and Lesya Orobets (independent) — are 
trailing with 9.4, 4.2, and 4.1 percent, respectively. 

Razumkov director Andriy Bychenko says Klitschko’s candidacy ap- 
pears to have gotten a boost from his active role in the Euromaidan pro- 
tests, during which he joined forces with Svoboda leader Oleh Tyahny- 
bok and current Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk to form an oppos- 
ition troika. 

All three men were frequent speakers at the three-month protests, and 
Klitschko in particular was seen as personally challenging protest op- 
ponents like titushki thugs. 

“Klitschko’s behavior during Maidan was clearly well-received,” 
Bychenko said. “His ratings didn’t suffer. It’s possible they even went 
up. It’s been a way of building popularity among Kyivans —a very slow 
way, but a gradual and steady one.” 

By running for mayor, Klitschko is returning to the site of his first 
foray into politics. He placed second in the city’s mayoral contest in 
2006, losing to Leonid Chernovetsky, who stepped down from the post 
in 2012 amid mounting public anger over corruption and cronyism in 
the Kyiv city government. 

Klitschko had hoped to parlay his Euromaidan credentials into a 
presidential run. But he ultimately stepped aside following a deal with 
political ally Petro Poroshenko, a billionaire who is expected to face a 
close contest against Orange Revolution figurehead Yulia Tymoshenko 
in the presidential vote, also scheduled for May 25. 

Poroshenko, the head of his self-formed Solidarity Party, has also 
received high poll marks among Kyivans as a trusted political figure, 
Bychenko said. Members of the formerly dominant Party of Regions, 
including ousted leader Viktor Yanukovych and current presidential 
candidate Serhiy Tihipko, scored lowest in Kyiv in terms of public trust. 

The same poll reflected an apparent contradiction in the mood of 
Kyivans two months after the bloody climax of the Euromaidan pro- 
tests. While 42 percent of city residents say events in the capital are on 
the right track, only 17 percent say they see the current situation in the 
city as peaceful or prosperous. 

“Tt’s possible they are looking not only at the situation in the capital, 
but the situation in the entire country overall,” says Mykhaylo Mish- 
chenko, deputy director of the Razumkov center. “You can’t separate the 
capital from the rest of the country. It’s clear that respondents were talk- 
ing about their own social and psychological state of mind as it relates 
to everything that’s been going on, including in the east.” 


Russia unlikely to launch full- 
scale invasion, NATO says 


By Andrew Rettman 

(EUobserver)—NATO has changed its assessment of the Ukraine 
crisis, saying Russia is more likely to foment rebellion than to invade. 

The alliance’s military commander, US general Philip Breedlove, 
told a conference in Ottawa on May 5: “Today I would tell you I don’t 
think that’s [invasion] the most likely course of action ... І think now that 
[Russian leader Vladimir] Putin may be able to accomplish his objectives 
in eastern Ukraine and never go across the border with his forces.” 

“Now I think probably the most likely course of action is that he will 
continue doing what he’s doing — discrediting the government, creating 
unrest, trying to set the stage for a separatist movement.” 

He noted that Russian special forces are probably operating in east and 
south Ukraine, however. “Remember that Putin denied their presence 
and now he has admitted to their presence in Crimea. The same thing will 
come out of Ukraine as time rolls out.” 

With the US and the EU saying they will not impose economic sanctions 
on Russia unless there is a full-scale invasion, Breedlove added: “In that 
case, I think it’s the most troublesome for NATO because if the forces 
do not come across the border, my guess is that many will want to try to 
quickly go back to business as usual.” 

He also told press in a separate meeting with Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper that “Russia’s aggression in Ukraine has caused a 
paradigm shift”. 

“If there was any doubt of the relevance of NATO and the strength of 
the trans-Atlantic bond before now, the last few weeks have cleared that 
up and reinforced the need for our essential core tasks,” he added. 

“What we have to do is build forces that reassure our allies, but are not 
necessarily provocative to the Russians.” 

Harper, for his part, described events in Ukraine as “a slow-motion - 
invasion on the part of the Putin regime”. 


force 15 fueling 
Ukraine’s crisis 


(Global Post)}—A rally by pro-Ukraine supporters in Donetsk on April 
28 got off to a smooth start. 

Hordes of armored police were dispatched to guard protesters as they 
marched peacefully down the city’s main street. 

But when pro-Russian thugs wearing masks and brandishing crude 
weapons caught up to them, mayhem ensued. The tight police cordon 
peeled away, leaving the pro-unity protesters open to vicious beatings. 

It’s not the first time that’s happened. 

Whether it’s protecting eastern Ukraine’s embattled pro-unity 
protesters or defending local administrative buildings from seizures 
by anti-government rebels, law enforcement here has proven largely 
useless. Instead, it’s playing into the hands of pro-Russian rebels, further 
inflaming a crisis that’s threatening to tear the country apart at the seams. 

Observers say a mix of pervasive corruption, split loyalties and sense 
of self-preservation is to blame. 

“There’s no motivation to honestly carry out their duties,” says Oksana 
Markeyeva, a security expert in Kyiv who researches police issues. 

Pro-Russian separatists have carried out rapid-fire, seemingly 
coordinated seizures of various security and administrative buildings in 
eastern Ukraine in recent weeks. 

One by one, rebels have stormed key strategic assets in cities such 
as Slovyansk and Kramatorsk, where an atmosphere of lawlessness 
now pervades. Heavily armed rebels roam with impunity as reports of 
mysterious kidnappings are growing. 

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, at least two pro-Ukraine 
rallies were violently broken up by pro-Russian assaults in three weeks. 
Attempted seizures of the regional administrative building there prompted 
Interior Minister Arsen Avakoy to fire around 30 percent of the police 
force. 

Ivan Varchenko, a Kharkiv councilman from the pro-government 
Fatherland Party, says the new, revolutionary conditions in Ukraine have 
caught a largely corrupt and underprepared police force by surprise. 

He partly blames ousted President Viktor Yanukovych, whose support 
base was in the Donetsk Region. 

“Tn reality, much of the police force we have in Ukraine today was 
oriented toward several specific activities: to defend the Yanukovych 
‘family’ and protect oligarchs’ businesses,” Varchenko, a member of the 
council’s human rights committee, said in a recent interview. 

“They understood that they were perfectly suited to that — to pressure 
local businessmen into paying bribes, for instance,” he added. “But now 
when they need to be fighting bandits, they’re showing their inability.” 

The problems are rooted in years of deep-seated corruption among 
Ukraine’s police force, which regularly ranks among the country’s most 
corrupt institutions. 

Markeyeva, the police expert, says such high levels of corruption have 
come from a vicious cycle in which officers are mostly concerned with 
supplanting their meager salaries with kickbacks. 

They’re also often nudged into following orders from senior officers 
with political or economic motivations. 

Observers suggest the problem is most acute in Donetsk, Ukraine’s 
traditionally pro-Russian industrial heartland, where many officers 
appear to have openly sided with anti-government protesters. 

Loyalty to one’s region runs deep here, where most locals denounce 
the revolution in Куїу as а nationalist-backed “coup” that overthrew a 
legitimately elected president. 

They also revere the once-feared riot police known as the Berkut for 
their role in attempting to beat back the protesters on Independence 
Square, the nerve center of the Kyiv uprising in February. 

Yuri Sivokonenko, whoruns a Berkut veterans’ organization in Donetsk, 
insists local officers still fulfill their basic duties, such as defending the 
public order and arresting criminals. 

“The only thing they refuse to do is to carry out their professional 
activities against those who’ve come out to support them,” he says of 
the pro-Russian protesters, “whom the authorities are making out to be 
separatists and terrorists.” 

That sense of loyalty appeared to play out after anti-government 
protesters seized the regional state television headquarters and met little 
or no resistance. 

Officers stationed on the scene said they were dispatched there to 
maintain order. But one of them, a Berkut veteran who identified himself 
as Vitali, said he “didn’t see a point” in attempting to use force. 

He said they would probably ignore an order to disperse protesters. 

“People will come out and it’s unclear what will become of us after 
we use force,” he said. “We live in this region, and many our friends, 
acquaintances, brothers and sisters are in the crowd.” 

On April 28, at least one riot police officer in Donetsk appeared to 
march alongside pro-Russian thugs who had just violently broken up the 
pro-Ukraine rally. 

Afterward, the anti-government protesters returned shields they 
appeared to have borrowed from the police as officers coordinated the 
collection. 

After separatists seized the regional administration in the neighboring 
Luhansk Region, police there offeredno resistance and later defected to 
the rebels, the Ukrainian news agency UNIAN reported. 

But not all law enforcement officials have sat idly by. 

Pro-Ukraine activists have hailed Andriy Krischenko, a police chief in 
the eastern city of Horlivka, as a hero after he was among the last men 
standing during an attempt to fend off separatist rebels who'd stormed the 
police headquarters there. 

He was badly beaten by the protesters. 
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"Нома passive police | U.S. lawmakers introduce bill 
sanctioning top Russian firms 


By Luke Johnson 

RFE/RL)—U.S. lawmakers have introduced legis- 
lation that would impose tougher punitive measures 
against Russia over its actions in Ukraine, including 
sanctions on leading Russian banks, energy firms and 
Weapons manufacturers. 

A group of 20 Republican senators are backing the 
bill, which was introduced April 30 and would impose 
sanctions on state-owned energy giants Gazprom and 
Rosneft, state arms manufacturer Rosoboroneksport, 
and leading lenders Sberbank, УТВ, VEB, and Gaz- 
prombank. 

The legislation, which was introduced by Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee ranking member Bob 
Corker (Republican-Tennessee) would also require 
the White House to boost “substantially” U.S. and 
NATO support for Poland and the Baltic countries. 

It also authorizes the U.S. president to provide $100 
million of direct military assistance to Ukraine, includ- 
ing antitank and antiaircraft weapons and small arms. 

“We've just been deeply disappointed in the rather 
tepid and ineffective response to the Russian ageres- 
sion,’ Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Re- 
publican-Kentucky) told a news conference. 

The bill also calls for sanctions on more Russian 
officials should Moscow fail to relinquish control of 
Ukraine’s Crimea territory, which the Kremlin ап- 
nexed in March. 

Senator Kelly Ayotte (Republican-New Hampshire) 
told reporters on April 30 that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin himself could be sanctioned under the 
legislation. 

The legislative initiative follows the Obama admin- 
istration’s announcement that it had imposed a fresh 
round of asset freezes and U.S. visa bans on sey- 
eral top Russian officials, including Igor Sechin, the 
president of state-owned oil major Rosneft and a close 
confidant of Putin’s. 

Republican lawmakers, however, have called for 
harsher measures, including sanctions against com- 
panies like Gazprom, the world’s largest gas company 
and a crucial driver of the Russian economy. 

The Republican-backed bill would have to make it 
through Democrats who control the Senate and who 
generally defer to U.S. President Barack Obama on 
foreign-policy matters. 

White House Press Secretary Jay Carney, in re- 
sponse to a question about the bill, defended the ad- 
ministration position. “On the matter of further sanc- 


tions, our view has always been that the right course 
of action, working in concert with our partners, is to 
escalate sanctions in response to escalation by Russia, 
making clear that those further costs await Russia if 
Russia chooses not to avail itself of a path towards 
a diplomatic resolution and de-escalation of the ten- 
sions in Ukraine,” he said. 

A Senate Democratic leadership aide slammed the 
bill as “irresponsible.” “We have a history of working 
in a bipartisan way on these types of crisis, including 
most recently when we passed our sanctions bill and 
the loan guarantees for Ukraine. We’re disappointed 
that the Republicans would try to tum a key national 
security issue into a partisan debate. It’s an irrespon- 
sible bill,” said the aide. 

Corker dismissed the notion that the bill’s introduc- 
tion was driven by partisan politics. “We purposefully 
crafted this legislation as if we were sitting in the 
White House trying to make decisions...not as some- 
thing that is partisan,” he said. “We should be able to 
attract Democrats to support if not all of it, most of it.” 

One senior Democrat in the Senate, however, told 
RFE/RL that he would not back the bill because he is 
supportive of Obama’s approach. “We all think we can 
toughen these sanctions and make them more difficult,” 
Senator Ben Cardin of Maryland said. “I think that we 
need a quarterback, and the quarterback is the president 
to make the judgments as to which sanctions... To try to 
legislate on this would be very difficult.” 

In related news, U.S. Vice President Joe Biden says 
Russia should respect the international order, other- 
wise it could face “growing costs” and “growing iso- 
lation”. 

Biden made the remarks in a speech at the Atlantic 
Council in Washington on April 30. 

He said Russia’s integration into the international 
order remained in everyone’s interests. 

But Biden said if Russia wanted to benefit from 
the international order it had to respect that order and 
abide by the rules. 

The United States has repeatedly called on Russia 
to change course in Ukraine and de-escalate the ten- 
sions. 


In his speech, Biden also said that U.S. President ~ 
Barack Obama will visit Poland in June, adding the 


stop to a European trip that will also take him to a G7 
summit in Brussels and to France for the 70th anniver- 
sary of the D-Day invasion. 

With additional reporting by Golnaz Esfandiari 


Odesa pro-Russia detainees 
transferred to central Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Interior Minister Arsen 
Avakov says 42 people detained over recent deadly vio- 
lence in Odesa have been transferred to detention facili- 
ties in central Ukraine. 

Separatist and pro-Russian rebellions have erupted 
in a number of cities and towns in eastern and south- 
ern Ukraine, where the government in Kyiv and West- 
ern leaders have accused Moscow of whipping up or 
even leading antigovernment forces. 

The announcement of the transfer from Odesa 
comes one day after more than 60 pro-Russian de- 
tainees were released after a crowd of around 2,000 
people attacked the police headquarters in that south- 
em port city demanding their release. 

On May 2, more than 40 people died in a blaze in- 
side a building where at least some of those detainees 
and other alleged pro-Russian activists had sought ref- 
uge amid fierce street fighting. 

At least four other people were killed in street clash- 
es between pro-Russian and pro-Kyiv protesters. 


Avakov voiced his “indignation” over the “shame- 
ful” release of people who he said were among those 
who had provoked the violence. 

Meanwhile, Ivan Katerynchuk was appointed the 
chief of Odesa police on May 5 after his predecessor 
and some deputy chiefs were fired for failing to pre- 
vent the violence. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk visited Odesa on 
May 4 and said the violence was part of a Russian plan 
to “destroy Ukraine and its statehood.” 

Several thousand рго-Куїу supporters rallied in 
Odesa late on May 5. The march ended without major 
incident. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian authorities have vowed to 
continue an “antiterrorist’ operation to push out pro- 
Russian separatists from a string of eastern cities, in- 
cluding the rebel stronghold of Slovyansk. 

Kyiv announced on April 15 an “antiterrorist” орег- 
ation in the region, but the operation has appeared to 
have limited success thus far. 


Moldova puts forces on alert 


(RFE/RL)—Moldova has placed its border forces 
on alert, citing deteriorating security and escalating 
violence in neighboring Ukraine. 

Moldovan leaders announced the move after Kyiv 
deployed an elite military unit to Ukraine’s port of 
Odesa on May 5, and after fighting in eastern Ukraine 
killed government troops and pro-Russian separatists. 

Molodovan President Nicolae Timofti, Prime Min- 
ister Iurie Leanca, and parliament speaker Igor Cor- 
man said in a joint statement that Moldovan security 
forces had been ordered "10 take all necessary actions 


to ensure public order inside the country.” 

They also affirmed Moldova’s support for Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. 

Moldova has about 1,500 Russian troops stationed 
within its breakaway Transdniester region. 

Separatists in Transdniester recently asked to be 
united with Russia. 

Moldova’s pro-European prime minister has warned 
about “provocations” from Transdniester. 

NATO officials have warned that Transdniester 
could become a target of Russian military activity. 
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Why the Russia-Ukraine gas 
dispute is making Europe worried turned construction site 


By Charles Recknagel 

(RFE/RL)—The European Union gets about one- 
third of its natural gas from Russia, and about half 
of that gas arrives in Europe via pipelines passing 
through Ukraine. Moscow is threatening to cut off 
natural-gas deliveries to Ukraine unless Kyiv prompt- 
ly pays its outstanding bills. And that means the EU 
could potentially be caught in the cross fire. 

Here are five things to know about the situation. 
Why Should The EU Worry? 

One reason is empty natural-gas storage facilities in 
western Ukraine. 

Summer is when Ukraine usually fills its giant stor- 
age facilities with Russian gas to provide for peak 
usage periods during the winter, when the real-time 
gas flow from Russia is not enough to meet local de- 
mand. 

But there is no guarantee the tanks will be filled this 
summer as Kyiv and Moscow quarrel over gas prices. 
That is troubling because if Ukraine’s winter tanks 
are not full, there is a danger it might compensate for 
winter shortages by siphoning off Russian natural gas 
intended for Europe. 

Gas experts say the storage tanks need to be filled 
with about'12 billion cubic meters by September. But 
as Ukraine seeks to buy that gas, Russia is threatening 
to cut off any new sales of gas to Ukraine unless it 
receives prépayment for June supplies by May 31. 

Moscow puts Ukraine’s total gas debt at some $3.5 
billion for gas already delivered, including a surprise 
doubling of Ukraine’s gas price in April. Kyiv calls 
the amount exorbitant and says it is ready to pay an 
“honest, market price” instead. 

Is Moscow Sending A Message To Brussels? 

Moscow seems to be using the natural gas crisis to 
send a message to Brussels that the current govern- 
ment in Kyiv is unreliable and that maintaining sup- 
port for it will be burdensome. 

Jonathan Stern, chairman of the Natural Gas Re- 
search Program at the Oxford Institute for Energy 
Studies, notes that, in the past, Moscow waged gas 
wars with Ukraine bilaterally, without directly involy- 
ing Europe in negotiations. But this time is different. 

“With the switch of the government in Kyiv,” Stern 
says, “the Russian position is, ‘Europe, this is your 
problem. You are now in contact with these guys. You 
are now approving what they are doing. You solve this 
problem. We are owed money. We want our money.” 

Because Kyiv has no money, Moscow expects the 
West to pay in its place. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) approved a $17 billion bailout fund for 
Ukraine this month, with $3.2 billion to become avail- 
able immediately. 

_ Whether that money will be used to help pay 
Ukraine’s gas bill is unclear. 
Is The Gas Crisis Going To Escalate? 

The showdown over Ukraine’s gas debts comes at a 
time when relations between Russia and the West are 
steadily deteriorating. The West has sanctioned close 
allies of Russian President Vladimir Putin, along with 
Ukrainian separatist leaders, and threatening the EU’s 
energy security would be one way Moscow might dis- 
courage Brussels from going further. 

Stephan Meister, a Russia expert at the European 
Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin, says Moscow 
has shown a willingness to continually raise the stakes 
throughout the Ukraine crisis. 

“If we observe the whole Ukraine crisis, we can 
understand that Russia is willing to go very far in es- 


calating the conflict,” he says. “So I am sure they are 
also willing to escalate in terms of energy supply.” 

But there are limits to how far Moscow can escal- 
ate a gas war that damages the EU without damaging 
Russia’s own commercial interests, as well. 

“They still depend very much on the European 
market,” Meister notes. “They need a kind of solu- 
tion [where] they don’t lose Europe as a customer. 
They still hope to export gas to Europe and to use the 
Ukrainian pipeline, so they have a certain interest in a 
compromise and there is still a certain kind of pragma- 
tism.” 

That could mean that any cut-off of Russian gas to 
Ukraine would be limited to a few weeks. 

There is a precedent for that. 

A two-week cut-off of gas to Ukraine in 2009 
caused parts of the European Union — notably in the 
eastern states — to suffer shortages until Moscow and 
Kyiv reached a new agreement on prices. 

Meanwhile, the EU is looking for ways it could help 
Ukraine survive a temporary gas cut-off from Russia. 

One method under discussion is reversing the usual 
direction of gas flow through pipelines from Ukraine 
to Eastern Europe to provide Kyiv with some 8 billion 
cubic meters of gas from stockpiles in Slovakia, Po- 
land, and Hungary. Ukraine consumes some 30 billion 
cubic meters of gas annually. 

How Vulnerable Is Europe? 

Energy experts say Europe enjoyed a mild winter, 
so gas stockpiles within the EU are at a high level, 
creating a reserve for withstanding any temporary in- 
terruption of the supply of gas through Ukraine. 

That puts the EU in a much stronger position than it 
was in 2009. : 

At the same time, EU officials are talking of de- 
veloping alternate supplies to Russian gas, such as 
shale gas or importing more liquefied natural gas, in- 
cluding from the United States. 

Still, Europe’s best defense against any gas war may 
be none of the above. 

Stern notes that the EU states and Russia are bound 
together by contracts that give both sides powerful 
economic reasons not to radically change their current 
relationship. 

That goes for the EU, he says, as much as for Rus- 
sia. 

“There has been a lot of talk in the last few weeks 
about how Europe could replace Russian gas,” Stern 
says. “And the answer is really it can’t, within a 10- 
year period. And what most people have neglected to 

“understand is that should these’contracts not continue, 
there will be hundreds of billions of euros to be paid 
in arbitration tribunals.” 

What Comes Next? 

The drama to watch is the ongoing negotiations be- 
tween the top energy officials of Russia, Ukraine, and 
the EU. 

The three sides held an emergency meeting May 2 
in an effort to resolve Ukraine’s debt problem before 
Moscow’s threatened an end-of-the month cut-off. 

The meeting, in Warsaw, failed to reach any agree- 
ments, with EU Energy Commissioner Guenther Oet- 
tinger saying, “It’s a concern for me to see that secur- 
ity of supply for end consumers is not guaranteed.” 

The three sides will meet again in mid-May and at 
the end of the month. 

Pro-Russian protesters take part in a rally near the 
seized office of Ukraine’s state security service in Lu- 
hansk late last month. 


Slovakia signs deal to send gas to Ukraine| 


(RFE/RL)—Slovakia and Ukraine have signed a 
deal that allows the European Union to send a limited 
amount of gas to Ukraine. 

Ukraine has been trying to secure alternative supplies 
to those from Russia’s Gazprom since Russia annexed 
Crimea in March and Gazprom raised prices for its gas. 

Under the deal, reached during talks in Kyiv on 
April 26, Slovakia will make technical adjustments to 
a currently unused pipeline to ship around 8 billion 


cubic meters of gas starting in the fall. 

Ukraine — which consumes around 55 billion cubi 
meters of gas annually — has been pushing for an 
other technical solution allowing larger volumes, Би 
Slovakia has resisted because it fears doing so woul 
violate its contracts with Gazprom. 

Ukraine has already struck similar deals with Hun 
gary and Poland in a bid to reduce its dependence o 
Russian gas. 


Gazprom says more sanctions could hit business 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s state-controlled natural gas 
monopoly Gazprom says that any expansion of West- 
em sanctions imposed over Moscow’s involvement 
in Ukraine could have serious consequences for Gaz- 
prom’s business and share price. 

The company also said in its financial report on 
April 29 that disagreements over gas prices with Kyiv 
could potentially disrupt its gas exports to Europe 


through pipelines that cross Ukraine. 

Gazprom and its managers have not been includ- 
ed in U.S. or EU sanctions over Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine. Gazprom supplies 30 percent of Europe’s 
gas demand. 

Meanwhile, Japan said on April 29 it would deny 
visas to 23 Russian individuals as part of its sanctions 
against Moscow. 
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How Russian media 


into “concentration camp’ 


By Glenn Kates and RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 

Viewed with the sound off, it appears on video to be a tour of a typical 
construction site in eastern Ukraine. 

But unmuted, the report by Russian TV host Arkady Mamontov be- 
comes more ominous. As eerie music overlays the din of power drills, the 
camera zooms in on a tube protruding from a piece of brick wall and then 
quickly cuts to what appears to be a small shower room. 

For Матопіоу, the implication is obvious — these are concentration 
camps being built for pro-Russian supporters “who speak out against 
Right Sector and the people who the powers in Kyiv call separatists.” 

“The camera will show everything,” he says. 

The package, shown nationally in Russia on April 27, followed a Rus- 
sian Foreign Ministry statement expressing “extreme anxiety” over the 
construction of buildings “reminiscent of Nazi concentration camps.” 

The truth: The building has been under construction since 2012, when Vik- 
tor Yanukovych, the Kremlin-leaning president who fled Kyiv for Russia in 
late February, was still in power. It is one of two buildings being constructed 
as part of an EU-funded project to temporarily house illegal migrants. 

“Tn accordance with Ukrainian legislation, the places are entirely for 
the placement of foreigners and stateless people to be placed until or- 
ders for their expulsion are completed,” Serhiy Hunko, press spokesman 
for Ukraine’s state migration service, told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service. 
“Under no circumstances can Ukrainians be placed there.” 

Moscow has relentlessly invoked the threat of 1940s-era Nazism to 
both invoke fears of the new authorities in Kyiv, which it refuses to rec- 
ognize as legitimate, and to reach into the well of Russian patriotism that 
springs from the Soviet Union’s World War II victory. 

While the far-right Svoboda party does hold some government posts, 
there has been little evidence of widespread ultranationalism. Dmytro 
Yarosh, the leader of Right Sector, an ultranationalist group mentioned 
by Матопіоу and continuously cited by Moscow as a threat to Russian 
speakers, is polling at less than 2 percent in his quixotic presidential run. 

A second reporter working with Mamontoy on his story dismisses the 
explanation that the EU would build a holding center for migrants. “What 
interest would the EU have in building deportation facilities?” she asks. 

She does not bother to ask why the EU would be interested in investing 
in new concentration camps. 


IMF approves $17 billion loan 


(RFE/RL)—The International Monetary Fund has approved a $17 
billion two-year aid program for Ukraine to help spur its economy and 
fill its depleted treasury. 

The decision by the IMF’s executive board on April 30 includes an 
immediate disbursement of $3.2 billion to the government in Kyiv. 

The $17 billion aid deal will allow Ukraine to also receive more than 
$10 billion from the World Bank, the European Union, and other donors. 

The IMF said the deal “aims to restore macroeconomic stability, 
strengthen economic governance and transparency, and launch sound 
and sustainable economic growth, while protecting the most vulnerable 
[members of society].” 

Ukrainian officials have said the economy is likely to contract by 3 
percent this year, while the IMF says it could contract by as much as 5 
percent. 
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dymphony at the Village. 


A hundred years of history, 
masterful musical performances and Exmentan Sumshony Crchestrs 
mouthwatering Ukrainian fare Willits Eddins conductor 
collide. Slap on some sunscreen, Trembita (Guest Performers} 

a bring your favourite lawn chair and 
join us for an evening open-air 
concert presented by the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 


Saturday, June 14 


ORIGINAL 


Brought to you by the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village and Alberta Culture 

in partnership with the Edmonton, 
Symphony Orchestra 


т We're building Alberta 
by taking 
care of what 
matters Most. 
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Boycott of Russian goods urged 


Euromaidan Ottawa held a public protest in Ottawa, on May 2, outside Ottawa's flagship 
LCBO retail outlet, to. urge consumers to ‘boycott Russian vodka’ in protest of the Kremlin's 
military occupation of Ukraine’ Crimean Peninsula, and ongoing military aggression 
against Ukraine. In conjunction with the protest, the organization has also submitted a 
petition to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario to: 1) Stand with the Ukrainian people 
during this difficult time and continue to vehemently oppose all efforts to repress their rights 
and freedoms; 2) Monitor developments closely and utilize all options at Ontario's disposal; 
and 3) To immediately stop the purchase, sale, and distribution of all products made in 
Russia, particularly Russian Vodka. 


